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On 22 December, President Gloria macapagal-Arroyo signed republic Act no. 
9514 or known as the “Fire code of 2008.” emphasizing on safety measures 
to prevent fire and to professionalize the fire service, RA 9514 has repealed 
the 31-year-old Fire code of the Philippines (FcP) established through 
Presidential Decree 1185 by then President Ferdinand marcos on 26 Aug. 1977.

“It is the policy of the State to ensure public safety, promote economic 
development through the prevention and suppression of all kinds of destructive 
fires, and promote the professionalization of fire service as a profession,” the 
law said. The Senate and the House of Representatives ratified the measure last 
October. 

ThemeD “The Power of Architecture: 
Imagine, create, Transform & build,” the 
35th UAP national convention (natcon) 
will be held on 22 to 25 April 2009 at 
the SmX convention center.

Focused on further empowering the 
membership, tentative seminar topics 
include leeD architecture and feng 
shui, personality development, business 
franchising, and website design. now 
on its Third Year, the Arkilympics is also 
expected to liven up the conference. 
Overseeing the four-day affair is natcon 
convention Director, Archt. richard 
Garcia of UAP Quezon city. Interested 
participants or exhibitors may visit www.
uapnatcon.co.cc or www.uapconex.
co.cc. You may also reach the UAP 
Secretariat through 412-6364.
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 35th NatCon set in April
YeAr 2008 ended with another milestone for 
Filipino ingenuity. The 14-year old house-
on-stilt cottage design down south of 
architect Francisco “bobby” mañosa 
joined two others in a book on best 
project facades in Asia, “bio-climatic 
Facades.” 

mañosa’s “Samal cottages” of the Pearl Farm beach resort 
on Samal Island in the Davao Gulf stands as a row of six-story self-contained houses, 
which have been clustered like a traditional village. bamboo was used extensively from 
the roof design to both exteriors and interiors. complimenting the facade are its interiors 
of various inspirations - Yakan, Tausug, maranao and badjao.  

Joining mañosa in the publication are architects Popo Danes for his entry, “natura” and 
Vo Trong nghia for his “wnw café and bar.”  All three winners were also awarded a free 
trip to Venice, Italy to attend the bi-Annual Architecture event (biennale d’architecture) 
last 15-16 October 2008. Final judging was held last 15 Sept 2008. Judges were  Dr. Ken 
Yeang, an expert on bioclimatic architecture; Dr. choon Soo (Korea), Associate Prof. lee 
Siew eng (Singapore), and Archt. Kris Yao (Thailand). edited by Dr. Yeang, the book was 
published by SOmFY Pte ltd a pioneer in motors and automatic controls.

“I invite you to take 
up your brush and 
add to our collective effort to create a 

lively but harmonious piece of art”

continued on page 20
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bUSIneSS and pleasure will mix as UAP’s four areas have set their respective 
general assemblies this love month of February.

Area b had already kicked things off with a spectacular four-day seafare 
adventure from manila-coron-Puerto Princesa. led by its Vice President Domingo 
LL. Tablizo, some 300 participants from its five districts and 34 chapters were on 
board mS San Paolo of negros navigation from February 1 to 4. Themed: “Cruising 
the Waters, a Journey to Strength and Unity,” the Area-b Assembly is the most 
ambitious, unique and a definite milestone in UAP history. Moreover, it has been 
successful in attaining its objective of strengthening and developing closeness 
and rapport among the Area b membership. The full cooperation and support of 
all district directors, chapter presidents and members made the assembly into 
its fulfillment. 

The unique gathering, aside from developing camaraderie, provided new 
information, knowledge and insights that were derived from the professional 
development seminars and other programs packed for the assembly. The Welcome 
Dinner at the legend hotel last February 2 hosted by hon. edward S. hagedorn, 
mayor of Puerto Princesa city, was the highlight of the assembly. mayor hagedorn 
presented to the body the city’s continuing pursuit in maintaining the ecological 
integrity of the place towards a sustainable urban development. 

lAST  YeAr 2008, UAP was re-accredited 
by the Professional regulation commission 
for the next three years which made UAP 
one of the very first APOs to pass the re-
accreditation requirements set by the Prc. 

last year 2008, the Quezon city 
Government named UAP as an nGO 
partner after having satisfactorily complied 
with the requirements for accreditation 
prescribed under republic Act no. 7160. 

last year 2008, UAP was awarded 
the Prc most Outstanding Accredited 
Professional Organization for the third time. 

last year 2008, UAP has received 
the most prestigious distinction of being 
the first and only APO to receive the Most 
Outstanding APO Award thrice in the 
award’s fourteen-year history, and the only 
APO to win the award in consecutive years. 

last  year 2008, UAP has won two 
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In SUPPOrT of the national organization’s theme 
“Unified Action Geared Towards Professional 
excellence,” UAP rIzal-Taytay launched a series of 
seminar lectures for this fiscal year.

The chapter started off on “Public Speaking 
Seminar” with Archt. ma. elena cayanan, fuap, as 
speaker during the Gmm on 14 July 2008 at Tropical 
hut, Taytay, rizal. It was followed by “Fire and Life 
Safety Seminar” on 11 August 2008 at chowking, 
Tikling, Taytay, rizal with speaker engr. ramon D. 
Aguilos, Pme.  

Two more lectures were held at max’s restaurant 
Taytay, rizal in September and October. UAP Fellows 
ramon S. mendoza and Armando n. Alli talked on 
“Rules of Order and Leadership Training Seminar” 
and “Professional Practice” respectively.

Aside from enriching its members, rizal-Taytay 
also sponsored two seminars for the rizal community. 
As requested by the United Families of St. Dominic 
II brgy. Sto. niño, cainta,rizal, a “Solid Waste 
Management Seminar” was held on 30 August 2008 
at Teruel’s residence #65 Fernandez St., St. Dominic 
Subd., cainta, rizal. mr. renato D. magno, president 
of the Green movement of Angono, Inc., (GmAI) 
of Angono, rizal was the resource speaker, who 
awakened the communal and entrepreneurial spirit.

On 5 December 2008, the chapter,  in coordination 
with the Office of the Mayor and DAVIES Paints, held 
a SEMINAR for PAINTERS on Dec 05, 2008 at 
the HAMAKA HALL, 3rd floor, New Municipal Bldg., 
Taytay, rizal at 2-5pm. ms. Anneth San Agustin, 
Technical Service Dept. manager of Davies Paints 
had an animated interaction with the participants. 
This seminar was aimed primarily to educate the 
partners in the industry, specifically, our painting 
supervisors and the painters themselves.  more than 
30 painters and more done a dozen UAP rizal-Taytay 
chapter members attended the seminar.

Despite his heavy schedule, nP boy roldan 
deemed it necessary to grace the event, finding 
importance on the strengthening of the trade, the 
education of painters. mr. billy Ines, the executive 
Secretary of the mayor also gave a short and 
meaningful speech on the significant contribution 
of painters to the building industry. by Eugene C. 
Ferraris, uap and Johnny Vinta, uap

UAP Socsksargen Chapter, the official UAP chapter who has jurisdiction over 
region 12 or the Socsksargen Area, again took the lead in the promotion of culture and 
the arts, as well as tourism in one of the fastest developing regions in the Philippines.

After its successful celebration of national Tourism Week last September 
in General Santos city, UAP Socsksargen once again partnered with the local 
Government Unit of General Santos City, through the Office of the City Economic 
Management and Cooperative Development Office (OCEMCD) and the General 
Santos city culture and the Arts council (GSccAc), in conducting three important 
events in the city.

First in the list is the hosting of the cInemAlAYA SA mAlAYAnG GenSAn- A 
Festival of Independent Films. cinemalaya Festival is a project of the cultural 
center of the Philippines which started four years ago in manila as a festival of 
films by independent filmmakers. The project was conducted last November 13-
15, 2008 with the participation of three universities and colleges who provided 
the necessary equipment and theaters for the film showing. About 1,500 local 
constituents and students were able to watch the showing of the 6 full length 
and 12 short films. The following award winning films were shown: Rotunda, 
Tulad ng Dati and Orasyon. Film directors ron bryant and milo Tolentino graced 
the affair and gave insightful talks on filmmaking. 

The second event was the eco Karera, an amazing race-type of competition that 
aims to promote eco-friendliness and love of nature in the local community. Several 
outstanding natural and man-made features in the city were chosen as nodes of 
the competition. The race took off from the beautiful Klaja cave in barangay conel.

Rizal-Taytay Chapter Holds Seminar Series

UAP SoCkSArgen leAdS CUltUrAl And toUriSm Promotion in genSAn

beFOre YeAr 2008 came to an end, UAP 
Ylocos Vigan chapter made sure to cap 
it with a significant and exciting climax.

To kick things off, the chapter organized 
a two-day lecture forum last 5-6 December to 
celebrate the nationwide Architecture Week. 
Themed, “Ating Tanawin: Arkitektong Pinoy,” 
the chapter conducted a seminar workshop on 
capability building for Architecture students 
and graduates to help prepare them to become 
globally competitive Filipino architects. Five 
chapter members together with Architects 
Andres L. Gutierrez and Rex Hofilena discussed 
topics on Architectural Design, building 
Technology, Vernacular Architecture, r.A. 9266 
and Professional Practice, Autocad and 3D 
Generation, Traditional lime Plaster method, 
and Vigan Architecture. Participants came 
from the University of northern Philippines 
(Vigan), Divine Word college of laoag, and 
northwestern University (laoag).

meanwhile, the 20th of December gave 
the chapter a chance to share the christmas 
spirit. “Handog Pamasko 2008,” the chapter’s 
second activity was organized in cooperation 
with the Divine Word college of Vigan college 
extension Services center. There, they shared 
gift packs along with warm greetings and 
holiday wishes to 150 beneficiaries of the 3rd 
District of Vigan.

The following day, the chapter celebrated 
its annual christmas Party and Family Day. 
members, together with their loved ones, 
graced the occasion, reminisced old times, 
exchanged gifts and holiday greetings. The 
affair was made even more colorful with 
the news that UAP Ylocos Vigan chapter has 
already been accredited as a non-government 
organization by the city Government of Vigan.

Another chapter mi lestone is  the 
establishment of an online chat account to be 

Hurdling the Past, 
Aiming for the Future

Twenty  teams participated in the  two-day race 
(December 9-10, 2008) which culminated at the Queen 
Tuna Park which has the best view of the sunset at the 
beautiful Sarangani bay. The culminating activity was 
the parol making contest at the park. A Davao contingent 
won the race. The event was jointly handled by the 
UAP Socsksargen members and the OcemcD staff.

The UAP partnership with the General Santos city 
LGU for the year 2008 had a fitting finale with the City 
christmas celebration – enchanted GenSan Once upon 
a Yuletide Season. The formal opening of Pasko sa 
Gensan 2008 celebrations took place on December 5th 
at the Oval Plaza Stage with the Drum and lyre Parade 
competition and the Grand Fireworks Display. Other 
competitions such as dance and choral singing contests, 
as well as best barangay park decorations in the form 
of palace and turrets were also conducted. A grand 
awarding night was held on the 16th of December. The 
city christmas activities will end on January 4, 2009. 
In all the above activities, UAP played a major role as 
host, as financial manager, and as implementers. By 
Michael T. Ang, uap, piep
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Nueva Vizcaya aids LGU in Ecotourism Project
In lIne WITh its community 
awareness program, UAP 
nueva Vizcaya extended its 
professional services to the 

ecotourism Project of the municipality of Quezon, 
nueva Vizcaya and its People’s Organization, the 
buliwao multi-Sectoral Watershed management 
Association (bmSWmA). 

last 15 August 2008, architects 
Jonalyn Sagabaen-baylon (president) and 
bobby U. Argote, II (VP for Programs and 
Development) attended the Stakeholders 
meeting organized by bmSWmA. The meeting 
was facilitated by the representatives of the 
Friends of the environment for Development 
and Sustainability, Inc. (FrenDS), a non-
Government Organization. 

There, an overview of the project proposal 
was presented followed by a workshop, which 
identified the stakeholders and their possible 
contributions. Stakeholders included the nueva 
Vizcaya State University, the municipal and 
local Government Units, menrO and PenrO.

Together with UAP Graduate Auxiliary 
(UAPGA) nueva Vizcaya and UAP Student 
Auxiliary (UAPSA) Saint mary’s University, UAP 
nueva Vizcaya volunteered to help out in the 
formulation of conceptual plans. 

On 23 August 2008, the chapter, with 
UAPGA and UAPSA members, conducted a 
site visit in buliwao, Quezon, nueva Vizcaya. 
Together with representatives of menrO, 
they gathered the necessary data needed 
for the formulation of conceptual plans for 
the proposed development. The group also 
explored the area particularly the three falls 
within the area: mapalyao Falls, lam-lamiis 
Falls, and mangilocos Falls.

It culminated on 21 October 2008 where 
each of the stakeholders was requested to 
present their accomplishments. The chapter, 
together with its auxiliary groups, discussed the 
proposed conceptual plans in the presence of 
the municipal mayor of Quezon, nueva Vizcaya. 
by Jonalyn Sagabaen-Baylon, uap

The ArmeD Forces of the Philippines (AFP) awarded UAP 
Diliman chapter (UAPD) with a Plaque of Appreciation last 

22 Dec 2008, during its 23rd Anniversary at the AFP General headquarters, 
camp Aguinaldo, Quezon city. 

Given by AFP chief of Staff, lt. Gen. Alexander b. Yano, the award was 
presented to UAPD for its meritorious contributions and invaluable services 
rendered to the 702nd Infantry brigade through architectural design, 
specifications and materials contribution for the construction and repair of 
school classroom projects in the various towns of nueva ecija.  UAPD was 
among two civilian Awardees from the northern luzon command, the other 

being the nueva ecija chamber of 
commerce and Industry, represented 
by its governor, Victoria e. Gaetos and 
covered by DZne anchor mel ciriaco.

The continuing project promotes 
public and private entities working 
together, while serving the needs of 
local communities.  In coordination 
with UAPD, Deped and local 
government units (lGUs), infantry 
soldiers provided labor and logistics 
while the fathers occasionally leave 
the farm fields and help out in 

construction.  On the other hand, teachers and 
mothers took care of food and ensured that the 
pupils were well-rehearsed to delight everyone 

AFP Awards Diliman Chapter

used during meetings 
to strengthen ties with 
the growing number 
of chapter members 
who are working and 
even those planning to 
work abroad. Overseas 
members can join in the 
discussion using Yahoo 
messenger. comments 
and suggestions are 
welcome through the 
following address: uapyv.
webtalk@yahoo.com.
ph, uapylocosvigan_
chapter@yahoo.com, 
and uapyv.webview@
gmail.com.

It is indeed again 
a challenging year. Our 
sincerest gratitude to 
our sponsors for making 
these financially possible, 
to our family and friends 
fo r  the  mora l  and 
spiritual support, to our 
general membership for 
the ideas, camaraderie, 
c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d 
pe r seve rance ,  and 
most importantly to God 
Almighty for all these 
blessings.

Aiming high with 
another chal lenging 
year in sight, we wish 
everyone a blessed 
and grace-filled 2009. 
mabuhay ang UAP!

Hurdling the Past, 
Aiming for the Future

upon turnover ceremonies.  To date, 12 classrooms 
have been completed in 6 barangays.

last August 2008, UAPD received a similar 
recognition from the AFP 7th Infantry Division, 
along with its industry partners Akari (lighting 
fixtures), Philmetal (roofing sheets), HCG (toilet 
fixtures) and HChem (paints), all instrumental in 
completing the classrooms. In February 2008, 
the project was awarded best civic Development 
Program by the Area-A excellence Awards.  

For its part, UAPD wishes to share the joy of 
nation building through community involvement, 
to as many UAP chapters through District A-4 
and any of its chapter members. For particulars, 
you may also get in touch with UAPD through 
dilimanchapter@yahoo.com or SmS 0927-
2220396

UAPD Prez Minnie Rosel receives the Plaque of 
Appreciation from AFP North Luzon Command

UAP Nueva Vizcaya with the Stakeholders Presentation of Design Concepts

The Scale Model
The stakeholders with the Municipal Mayor of 
Quezon Nueva Vizcaya

Pupils thanking their benefactors with a 
special number during one of the turn-over 
ceremonies

by Albert S. Rosel
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Puerto Princesa city, dubbed “city in a Forest” is known as the “environmental 
capital” of the Philippines for its innovative and effective environment conservation, 
protection and development agenda, and is home to the UAP Palawan chapter. 

The city is also home of the Puerto Princesa Subterranean river national Park, 
nestling the longest navigable underground river in the world is vying for the top 
slot in the search for the new Seven Wonders of nature. It has been adjudged no.1 
in the first elimination round. The second round of voting began on 7 January 2009 
and will end on 31 July 2009. A manifesto of support was presented by the UAP to 
the good mayor for this drive. everyone is invited to lend their support. log on to: 
http://vote.puerto-undergroundriver.com  and cast you votes. For other information 
visit: www.new7wonders.com. by Eduardo F. Bober, Jr., uap, piep

A Valentine Rendezvous in Dumaguete
meanwhile, most of the Visayan architects will be in for a unique Valentine weekend this 
year. UAP Area-c conference has been set in the city of Dumaguete on February 13 to 14. 

The Host City. Dumaguete is the provincial capital and largest city of negros 
Oriental. It is often tagged as “university town” because of the seven universities 
and colleges that are scattered within it. These are where most of the province’s 
tertiary students are enrolled. The city is also a popular educational destination 
for students from the surrounding provinces and cities in Visayas and mindanao. 
Silliman University, the country’s first Protestant university and the first American 
university in Asia, is located in Dumaguete.

The city is a tourist favorite, especially among europeans, because of easy 
ferry access from cebu city, the availability of beach resorts and dive sites, and 
the thrill of dolphin and whale watching in nearby bais bay.

Program at a Glance. Apart from being in the embrace 
of the so-called “city of Gentle People”, delegates will surely 
enjoy a sweet and professionally-enriching time on Valentines 
as the Area-c council, led by its Vice President rialino “butch” 
Alisbo, has lined up an interesting schedule of activities for the 
delegates. This includes seminars, sports competition, fellowship 
night and a city tour on V-Day itself. Also part of the conference 
program is the national board meeting. 

Assisting Area-c VP Alisbo in the hosting chores is this year’s 
host chapter, UAP Dumaguete, headed by chapter President 
Alexander Udjaji and the host District, UAP rD-c1, led by 
District Director Alan choachuy. by Karl A.E.F. Cabilao, uap 
with Rialino M. Alisbo, uap

Equipped for global challenges
like his constituents, Area A Vice President michael Tomeldan, 
fuap envisions Area A Assembly 2009 (AAA-09) to be a 
demonstration of UAP’s “Unified Action towards Professional 
excellence.”

Themed “Overcoming Global Challenges to the Profession,” 
Area A’s 45 chapters will troop Subic Freeport Zone, Subic 
bay on 20-21 February. In response to the various challenges 
facing Filipino architects, seminar topics will include trends in 
Global Architecture, environment-friendly building materials, 
and Amendments to the Fire code of the Philippines. One of 
the highlights will also be the much awaited Area A Awards of 
excellence.

Area D will end the month with their assembly to be held on 
February 27 to 29 at the Garden Orchid hotel, Zamboanga city. 
host chapters will be UAP Zamboanga and chavacano chapters.

The law shall be administered and 
enforced by the bureau of Fire Protection 
(bFP) under the direct supervision of the 
chief of the bureau of Fire Protection. 
Aside from the implementation of the 
rules and regulation, the bureau chief 
has also been authorized “to enter 
into agreements with other agencies 
and corporations of the government 
and the private sector to define areas 
of cooperation on fire prevention and 
safety; order owner or occupant of 
buildings deemed hazardous to abate 
such conditions; and require owners 
and occupants to submit plans of their 
building to ensure compliance of the law.”

NEw yEAR KiCK-oFF

I hAVe AlWAYS believed in the concept 
of starting over. For me, starting fresh 
is on one of the most calming feeling in 
the world. Isn’t it great that we were all 
given the chance to start over anytime 
and whenever we felt the need to? 
When things get crazy, all we have to 
do is stop, breathe then go on again. 
We may not realize it but it is but a 
small way of starting fresh already.  

The past year has been both great 
and terrible. be that as it may, I am 
still very grateful that is have lived thru 
it and endured. All those things said 
and done, either noteworthy or better 
left forgotten, have contributed to how 
I am today - and to who I am now.

I have only the greatest hope and 
aspiration for the year ahead. I believe 
that one need not wait for the official 
new Year’s Day to start anew; it can be 
done anytime of any day of the year. 
And as I turn on a new leaf and continue 
to go about my life, I would dare not 
forget lessons learned from the past 
and continue to urge myself to do better.

here’s to a blissful year ahead!

Applicants of fire permits and even 
government officials can both be held 
liable for failure to comply with the law 
and any resulting mishaps as stated in 
the code. Violators will be subjected to 
a fine of not more than P100T and/or 
imprisonment between six months to six 
years. If the violation led to injury, death 
or damage to property, violators will be 
penalized according to the provisions of 
the revised Penal code. 

The bFP chief will submit to the 
Department of Interior and local 
Government (DIlG) Secretary a 
mechanism that will ensure monitoring 
of the compliance of the Fire code. The 
DIlG secretary shall issue the law’s 
implementing rules 60 days from the 
effectivity of the act.

from page 1

from page 1

UAP Areas Assemble

2008 Fire Code

Clarissa M. Lorenzo, uap
Quezon City Chapter

Tomato
Bloches
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The UnITeD Architects of the Philippines 
(UAP) attended AcA-13, The 13th Asian 
congress of Architects which was held 
in bexco, nurimaru APec house, busan, 
Korea last October 27-november 1, 
2008.The delegates included the UAP 
national President Archt. medeliano T. 
roldan, Jr., UAP immediate past President 
Archt. edric marco c. Florentino, ArcSIA 
past President Archt. Yolanda reyes, 
UAP executive Director commission on 
education, Archt. leah Ybañez-martin, 
UAP executive Director of center for 
Filipino Architecture Archt. robert 
benedict hermoso, Archt. corazon 
Tandoc, Archt. beng Sanga, Archt. 
Anna Luzzette Lareza, Archt. Josefina 
Alfonso, Archt. edgardo Aguila and 
eight UAP members from Gagayan De 
Oro chapter. There were 18 delegates 
from the Philippines with 12 Architecture 
students (ten from UST), one from holy 
Angel University and one from mapua 
Institute of Technology who attended 
the students jamboree. The affair was 
organized and hosted by the Korea 
Institute of registered Architects (KIrA) 
with 17 participating countries.

“boundary and beyond: A Trans-
Disciplinary recharging of Architecture”, 
the theme chosen for this year’s affair  
implies that this congress should offer 
Asian Architects an opportunity to find 
a connection between architecture 
and other social sections which seem 
to be beyond the current boundary of 
architecture.

“This is a world-class conference and 
festival for all architects in the Asia region.

Globalization is an inevitable 
demand in the modern society. We, 
Asian architects, have been trying to 
respond to this demand as we seek 
for the identity of Asian architecture. 
Architecture in our time is no longer a 
representation of physical phenomena. 
It is a combined manifestation of social, 
economic and political requirements.

We have witnessed unfavorable 
impacts on our urban environment in 
which our descendants shall continue 
to celebrate their lives. Two kinds of 
approaches are urgently needed: one 
is to meet the demand of globalization 
while maintaining the Asian identity in 
architecture and the other is to seek for 
a sustainable approach to new urban 
environment. These are what the 13th 
Asian congress of Architects is seeking 
for,” Kun-chang Yi, chairman - AcA-13.

The six-day conference was devoted 
to relevant topics and was presented 
into three sessions categorized into the 
following: The City and Architecture vis-
à-vis Political Power; Art and Philosophy 
in Architecture and Economic; and 
Environmental Concerns in Architecture. 
The program offered a wide range of 
international architects and experts 
in the building industry. They were: 
Kim, Young-Sub - Korea; Ole bouman - 
netherlands; larry lye hock - Singapore; 
Dato Seri Ka Ting - malaysia; Wu Jiang 
– china for the first session; choi, 

moon-Gyu - Korea; nurur r. Khan- bangladesh; Joseph Grimma - USA; Yungho 
chang - china for the second pool of speakers. rhee; eon-Ku - Korea; Jose Danilo 
A. Silvestre - Philippines; charles reid - USA; Klaus Daniels - Germany for the last 
group of resource speakers.

Meetings were also held namely: ARCASIA Office bearers’ Meeting, ARCASIA 
Fellowship meeting, AcAe (ArcASIA council for Architectural education) meeting, 
APPc (ArcASIA Professional Practice committee) meeting and Green and Sustainable 
Architecture committee meeting. Ar. Florentino was voted as the incoming committee 
Director for APPc. 

During the AcAe meeting, Arch. martin made a country report regarding the 
architecture education system in the Philippines so with the other member countries. It 
was an exchange of ideas from different Asian architects in the academe. certain issues 
and common concerns were also discussed such as lack of available faculty to teach the 
profession, review of curriculum, cross border training of architecture students, etc.

On the last day, the delegates were given a city tour treat by the host country. 
They were amazed by the urbanscape of busan, the 2nd largest city in Korea which 
is sustainable in design. The food supply (fish and vegetables) comes from within 
the outskirts of the city. It is also a walkable city with very clean air, blue skies.The 
people are friendly with their typical Korean smile. The city architectural skyline is 
modern in design yet still with a touch of Korean culture. The beomosa Temple (a 
headquarter of Korean buddhism) situated at mt. Geumjeong in busan was also 
one point of interest. The scattered structures depict an authentic Korean culture. It 
was also  a feast to the eye: the temple was centuries old amidst nature with trees 
starting to change color since it was almost winter under the blue, clear skies.

Way back in history, in September 1979, UAP became a founding member of 
the Architects regional council Asia (ArcASIA) and Arcasia council of Architectural 
education (AcAe), organized in Jakarta, Indonesia. There are 17 member countries.
Its priority objective is to foster friendly, intellectual, artistic, education and scientific 
relation among national institutes of Architects in Asia. To recall, the meeting of 
ArcASIA in lahore, Pakistan in August 1983 approved UAP’S proposal to host and 
organize the First Asian congress of Architects (AcA-1) in manila in October 1984.The 
Sixth Asian congress of Architects (AcA-6) was also held in manila in December 1994.

In conjunction with ArcASIA’s yearly conference, a student jamboree also 
commences once every two years. The latest ArcASIA Student jamboree 2008 
was held in Pukyong University, bexco, busan, Korea. The objective of the Student 
Jamboree was for the students from the 17 member institutes to gather, exchange 
their ideas, share friendships and experience the different Asian architectural 
cultures. The theme “Asiascape” seek participants to explore and discuss diversity 
of different cultures and spectrums of tactics either to overcome or negotiate with 
global phenomena through architectural rationale and intuition, searching for the 
new ideals of subversion facing contemporary challenges.

As the international conference came to a close, UAP delegates journeyed back 
home with lessons learned, with the same UAP and Prc registration  number but 
with new acquaintances and renewed friendship with their neighboring Asian 
counterparts. With smiles on their faces, AcA-13 memories will last longer with 
busan city’s charm, a remarkable place with a unique combination of the ocean 
and the mountain plus the nice weather. lahore, Pakistan will be the next 
venue for AcA-14 in 2009 while mongolia is the next destination in 2010 
in which another student jamboree will take place.

UAP Attended ACA-13
by Leah Ybañez-Martin, uap
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On 11 February 2009, a renowned economy analyst reported that the Philippines 
is likely to outperform other Asian countries. This was according to nikhilesh 
bhattacharyya of moody’s economy.com analyst, who said the Philippines is 
projected to grow by 3.3 percent this year--down from 4.6 percent last year because 
of higher unemployment brought about by the global economic crisis. 

“The Philippines, branded the sick man of Asia because of its relatively slow 
growth in recent years, will outperform many of its neighbors, with growth of 3.3 
percent expected in 2009,” bhattacharyya said. 

The report added that the country would do well within growth range despite its 
relatively slow pace. The strongest economic drivers are expected to be the consumers. 
On the other hand, it also pointed out that the banking will continue to suffer.

For the past month, feng shui experts and fortune tellers have also 
expressed positivity this Year of the 
Ox, predicting better opportunities. 
This is what government officials have 
also been spreading which skeptics 
and government critics, will strongly 
disagree.

To date, global recession has 
resulted in drastic effects with the closing 
of some IT, clothing, and automotive 
industries worldwide. In the Philippines, 
some offices have closed down while 
others have laid off a great percentage 
of their workforce. Still there are those 
who have managed to develop a special 
work schedule, reducing the number of 
working days of each employee.

Fortunately (or unfortunately), 
hardship is never new to us. It was a 
decade ago when the Asian meltdown 
struck the Philippines, paralyzing the 
architecture and real estate industry. 
nonetheless, Filipinos are still standing. 

now that it has been said by an 
independent body, there is more reason 
to be hopeful and do better. It has always 
been within us to make things happen. 
The choice is ours.

Fortunately
(or unfortunately), 

hardship is never new 
to us. It was a decade 
ago when the Asian 
meltdown struck the 

Philippines, paralyzing 
the architecture and 
real estate industry. 

Nonetheless, Filipinos 
are still standing.

spreading hope or hoaxspreading hope or hoax
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AssoCiATe’s 
noTes

FelixiR

AgENDA
The 2008-2009 Fiscal Year is already halfway done. 
As this new Year began there will be life changing 
experiences in our everyday lives, may it be good or 
bad it’s still an exciting year to expect. As all positions 
expires on June 2009, the local UAP chapter will 
now embark on the annual selection process through 
nominations, elections and appointments of their 
respective chapters to uproot promising leaders and experienced mentors to compose 
the next executive board and chairmanship. 

The editorial board wishes the national Administration and all the 117 chapters 
of the Organization for a prosperous UAP Activities and unforgettable and worth 
while culmination events at the end of this fiscal year. 

Most of the chapter are gearing towards there program finale before the summer 
break comes, but before that let us support the last National Event this fiscal year. 
The 35th national convention is at hand. let us all join the activities set by the 
national Administration and the 35th nATcOn Organizing committee. lastly, around 
this quarter some of the different Areas will hold there respective Area Assembly. 

Good luck to all our activities and Godspeed 
much to see at UAP

SHiRT TALES
JUST recenTlY, I’ve had the chance to clean up my 
closet. While scavenging and sorting from the pile 
of acquired office and porma clothes, I rediscovered 
some buried treasures: a number of old shirts I used 
to wear back in college and even high school days. 
Faded by time and use, most have lost their color 
and flair. However, the stories and experiences it has 

been witnessed to are still alive. 
most of these shirts are usually activity-related and during that time, have 

been classified as RTW or required-to-wear. Name it and I probably still have it: 
shirt for the high school or college week, a university-wide journalism fellowship, 
or a staged performance. (The oldest shirt I have now is 14 years old and given 
my body frame, I can still actually wear it.) 

being practical and sentimental at the same time, back then, I would still 
use them. When I have nothing else to wear. Sometimes to show-off. but most 
of the time, because I always feel comfortable wearing them. Some have actually 
been a regular pambahay.

But that was probably five or ten years ago. Definitely, it’s been a long time 
since I last wore or even saw these shirts. life has changed. my body (or maybe 
not). my taste. my priorities. 

Still, there are things that have always remained. The need to feel secure. 
The need to pause for awhile. To meditate. To look back. 

As I have said, I have always been a sentimental person. Why waste a good 
memory when you can always keep it? however, I have tried being more selective, 
choosing which is worth keeping and not. now, I have already freed up my closet 
space for new stuff. new experiences. new stories.

here’s to another pile of memories.
***

heartfelt gratitude goes to the people behind the success of the UAP Post: All 
our contributors. my boss, Sir cris espina. my staff: leiron, mozo and chantal, ed, 
Karl and eric, and russell. The UAP Secretariat. bestshot Printing, most especially 
ms. Aby. Until the next issue. maraming salamat po!

***
happy hearts Day everyone and to the biggest love of my life. my family. 

cheers to more love and peace in the world!

Felicisimo A. Tejuco, Jr., uap, piep

FRUSTRATioNS AND
FoRECASTS

A cOUPle of days into 2009 and already 
I have cuts, bumps, and bruises. I got 
them all from cooking and serving my 
beautiful family, relatives, and friends 
so I didn’t mind every shiny reds 
dripping and yellow-blues appearing. 
The first thing that came to mind as I 
was cleaning the last two slashes was, 
is this a forecast of my year? Am I going 
to be injured most of these coming 
months? I cringed; please not a replay 
of last year. I hated sitting out so many 
activities.

but I have high hopes for the 
coming months. I have dreams waiting 
to be realized. I’m excited even though 
everything around seems dire. Positive 
thinking, I’ve come to know, must come 
out of thin air. You just have to pull 
it out from nothingness and shove it 
into every fiber of your being until you 
glow and twinkle. We cannot depend 
on the people around us and our 
environment to feel good. most people 
nowadays, sadly, have become cynics. 

So although the air seems too 
thick, the wind harsh, or the water 
always murky; let us all look beyond 
and see what we could actually do 
about it. It does not have to stay 
that way. We can change it. leaving 
something awful as is just gives us 
more awful things around us. In time, 
it will all just suffocate, whip, and drown 
us. Then, there is nothing we can do.

With dew drops and cotton candy 
clouds, good day everyone! may we all 
have a blessed 2009!

Leiron Mark S. de Guzman, uap, piep

Bite Me
Chantal Honey F. Degorio, uap
Quezon City Chapter
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The nATIOnWIDe Architecture Week 
which was spearheaded by, nAW 
chairman, Archt. Pablo S. mercado, 
IV, uap  was held from December 1-6,  
2008 at the UAP headquarters with the 
theme “Ating TanAWin: And Arkitektong 
Pilipino”. It was aimed at putting the 
Filipino Architect and his contributions, 
both local and international, on the 
center stage. The word TAnAWIn is 
a filipino word which connotes vision 
as in remembering the past, being 
aware of the present and having a 
foresight of future events. The nAW 
logo consisted of an eye image formed 
by two human figures, representing 
male and female architects, with a cube 
(the 3-dimensional image/aspect of 
architecture) at the center.

On December 1, 2008, the Opening 
ceremonies highlighted the “ribbon 
cutting and Opening of the exhibits” 
which was initiated by UAP nP Archt. 
roldan, Archt. mercado, together with the 
UAP national board, representatives from 
various chapters, friends and sponsors. 
The exhibit featured works of Filipino 
Architects, which included national 
Artists Archt. leandro V. locsin (1990), 
Archt. Ilfdefonso Paez Santos (2006) and 
Archt. Pablo Severo Antonio, Sr., (1976), 
and Archt. ched bheringer Topacio. Also 
on hand were the competition winners 
of the World Architecture Day, millenium 
Schools; metrobank Foundation, and 
finalists of the “nude Architecture” 
Photo contest and heritage works. 
After which the Area landscaping of 
the UAP headquarters (project of the 
UAP San-Juan mandaluyong chapter 
in cooperation with DAVIeS and the 
eArIST/rTU UAPSA) was blessed by 
rev. Fr. rex Vidal, SVD., Sacred heart 
Parish.

The “Pistahan Sa Teatro Arckitekto” 
or Potluck Fellowship night, was held on 
December 3, 2008 at the UAP hQ Teatro 
Arkitekto and proved to be a bonding 
experience for architects, friends and 
sponsors, young and old, as they dined,  
had fun and danced to the beat of the 
live band.

December 4. 2008, was a day for 
educational enrichment. In the topic 
Heritage In Urban Design Archt. michael 
V. Tomeldan, fuap expounded on the 
term “Urban Design”, which as early 
as 1970’s, was generally understood 
as an initiative to improve the physical 
condition of parts of a city. Urban design 
had roots in the term “civic design”, that 
was prominently used at the turn of the 
century when the planning of the physical 
layout of cities were closely linked with 
the architectural design of civic buildings 
and the landscape architecture of public 
parks. Today it is used to refer to just 
about everything concerned with 
settlements.” And its major concerns 
include preservation of heritage, its 

integration into a contemporary 
city, and its incorporation in 

future developments. There 
are several methods and 

strategies to preserve heritage that 
have had varying degrees of success 
throughout the world. The lecture 
presented several cities from around the 
world as case studies to demonstrate 
how heritage is preserved in city plans 
and how new architecture and landscape 
architecture can be introduced into 
the setting. The cities of manila in the 
Philippines, Philadelphia in the U.S.A., 
copenhagen in Denmark, and Paris 
in France offer different approaches 
to preservation of heritage in Urban 
Design. While in her presentation for 
“Survival Kit for Architects” Archt. ma. 
cristina V. Turalba, fuap expressed 
her concern for Architects who are 
regularly subjected to the onslaught 
of both man-made and environmental 
disasters, thus, a survival kit with the 
following contents will be most handy: 
Understanding Space or  figure-ground 
theory; Architectural Space Program 
or: design of space to accommodate a 
specific program, experience or intent; 
Space Planning in order to organize 
or arrange spaces to accommodate 
functional needs; Parti which is usually 
expressed as a diagram depicting the 
floor plan organization;  Decisive Design 
Decision wherein architectural decision 
should be justified in more than one way; 
Objectivity which is the worldview of 
architects but tempered with subjectivity 
are crucial to understanding and 
creating architecture; Thinking 3D since 
Architectural forms can be classified as 
Additive, Subtractive, Shaped or molded 
and Abstract.; consider Three Levels 
of Knowing Simplicity, complexity, 
Informed Simplicity; Communication  
Skills; Credentials that support your 
credibility as an architect.; Lego 
Management which addresses the 
needs of the client, condition of the 
site, realities of the building program, 
etc. and Social Graces’  thus,  you have 
to love people. After all without Clients 
there is no architecture!

The culmination night was held on 
December 6 2008 and was sponsored 
by the Qc Silangan, Tandang Sora and 
central chapters. In his inspirational 
message Arch. medeliano T. roldan Jr., 

fuap enjoined everyone to look up on 
the past, present and future prestige 
of UAP and for us to strengthen our 
commitment in continuing our thrust 
of excellence for the Filipino Architects. 
Archt. Pablo  S. mercado, IV, uap made a 
brief run down of the activities that took 
place while Archt. edgardo presented the 
mechanics for the “bahay Pinoy bamboo 
Design competition”. It is a national 
Design competition for community 
housing in the Philippines which is a 
joint project by the UAP and makati 
rotary club in cooperation with the 
laguna lake and Development Authority 
(llDA), Department of environmental 
and natural resources (Denr) and 
the Philippine Amusement and Gaming 
corporation (PAGcOr) USec edgardo 
C. Manda highlighted on the beneficial 
uses of the bamboo plan explaining that 
there are 1,500 species of bamboo. All of 
which can be used either for decorative 
or construction purposes. The bamboo 
is stronger than steel and has a great 
tensile strength.

What a better way to end the 
nAW celebration than to give a grand 
recognition to one of the “Fathers of nAW”, 
Archt. ricardo r. Poblete, fuap. Along with 
Archt. maximo P. candelaria they authored 
the Presidential Proclamation no. 934, 
issued by then President Ferdinand e. 
marcos formally declaring the second 
week of December as the “Architecture 
Week” on november 18, 1971…Well 
as this year’s nAW Theme depicted, 
architects remembered the past, were 
fully aware of the present events and 
as Archt. roldan adds that we are now 
looking forward to continue our thrust 
for excellence for the Filipino Architects.

The Architecture Week was officially 
observed on December 12, 1971.  It was 
during the term of Archt. mauro Almazen 
(1970) to (1071) that the convention of 
Filipino Architects (cOnFA) 71 passed 
a resolution that led to the Presidential 
Proclamation for the annual celebration 
of Architecture Week. The Presidential 
Proclamation no. 934 was made through 
the efforts of Archt. ricardo r. Poblete 
and Archt. maximo P. candelaria, both 
honored as the “Fathers of nAW”.
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UAP DDA2a Arch. marissa c. Parungao, with the UAP 
barasoain chapter members led by Archt. ma. Teresa V. Gopez 
and bulSU Fine Arts Faculty with its chairperson, mr. Vim Kiester 
c. rivera. This activity was made possible through the support 
of the Malolos Tourism Office and Council and Pacific Paints, Inc.

A follow-up visit was made to the Office of the Provincial 
Governor of bulacan Jonjon mendoza for the full adoption of 
rA 9266 of the province. UAP was represented by DDA2a 
Arch. marissa c. Parungao, UAP barasoian chapter President 
Arch. ma. Teresa Gopez, and Arch. Godesil lejarde. Also in the 
meeting was board member christian natividad who pledged 
full support to bulacan architects. not in the picture were Arch. 
Geronimo lajom and Arch. eva maria Villanueva.

UAP PAmPAnGA-San Fernando chapter celebrated its 
nationwide Architecture Week with the theme “Ating TanAWin: 
Ang Arkitektong Pilipino last December 1 until December 9, 
2008. The first activity was held last December 01, 2008 at Arch. 
Jose Juco’s residence in city of San Fernando. This formally 
opened the nAW 2008 celebration of UAP-PSFc.  December 
02, 2008 was an exhibition badminton Game held at Smash 
badminton court, Telabastagan, city of San Fernando. republic 
chemicals Industries leaded by mr. carl Jason manio distributed 
the UAP-PSFc badminton Shirts sponsored by Pioneer to the 
members and players. Day 03 was the community extension 
Day of UAP-PSFc. The project entitled “Tiling A new Tomorrow” 
which was launched last July 29, 2008, was completed and 

turn-over was done to the manibaug elementary School Administration. 
It was followed by another launching of a Tiling Project at babo Sacan 
elementary School in Porac, Pampanga.  On December 04, 2008, UAP-
PSFc held a Seminar Series at holy Angel University, Department of 
Architecture in Angeles city through the assistance of the UAP Angeles 
city chapter sponsored by republic chemical Industries, cPAc monier, 
UnITec Pipes. Day 05 was the chapter’s 6th board of Director’s 
meeting at mr. Golf restaurant, city of San Fernando.  hunter Douglas 
Philippines was the sponsor and presented their product to the chapter.  
On December 06, 2008, UAP-PSFc closed its nAW celebration at Arch. 
Francis ryan rivera’s residence in Angeles city. Arch. eunice Francisco 
together with her members received Plaque of Appreciation from the 
chapter for a successful week long celebration. It also coincided with 
the awarding of Arch. Jose Juco as the most Outstanding Guaguaeno in 
the field of Architecture. The final salvo of UAP-PSFC on its celebration 
of the nAW 2008 was held last December 9, 2008 at the University of 
the Assumption, city of San Fernando, Pampanga. The Guest Speaker 
was Arch. Angeline T. chua chiaco, fuap.  She talked about the issues 
pertaining to the Graduate Students, the Professional Practice and the 
rA 9266.  It was truly a great celebration of a week long event that will 
remain in the hearts of each UAP-PSFC officers and members. 

more power to UAP Pampanga-San Fernando chapter!!!!

nAW celebrATIOn of UAP District A2a was highlighted by 
the hosting of art competitions. These include an on-the-spot 
drawing, painting and photography contest and exhibits at 
the casa real Shrine, city of malolos. Shown is the ribbon 
cutting led by mrs. Aurora Domingo (wife of the city mayor 
Danilo Domingo), Archt. ma. Saturnina c. Parungao, UAP 
DDA2a; mr. ravenal ramos, Director of city of malolos Tourism 
Office; Mrs. Corazon Sitjar, Director of Casa Real Shrine; 
and mr. edmar Abella, President of malolos Tourism council.

by Russel Moleta

PSF Holds Series of Events

A2a Leads NAW Celebration

by Francis Ryan D. Rivera, uap
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In lIne WITh the nationwide Architecture Week 
(nAW) and the nationwide simultaneous tree 
planting project of the United Architects of the 
Philippines (UAP), we conducted a tree planting 

event last December 02, 2008 at the marikina riverparks, marikina 
city, as participation of the UAP marikina Valley chapter for this 
project. Originally the Tree Planting Program of the UAP marvalley 
chapter was scheduled for the month of February together with 
the Art contest Project, but due to the call for a simultaneous Tree 
Planting of the UAP national we decided to move this earlier.

The chairman of this event, Arch. Salvador Villamor prepared 
a simple program. It was decided that they meet at the Industrial 
Valley Park, marikina city (which is just across where the actual 
tree planting is to take place) by 9:00a.m. It was also here where 
they planned to conduct the traditional program before proceeding. 
The program began with an opening prayer lead by Arch. Villamor 
followed by the Opening remarks by our very own chapter 
President, Arch. Abello. At exactly 9:30, right after the program 
they quickly got ready to get down and dirty in planting their trees.

As per request by the marikina city mayor, hon. marides 
c. Fernando they planted 80pcs of malunggay Tree cuttings. 
This specific tree was chosen due to the popular knowledge 
that the malunggay is great at preventing diseases like cancer, 
as much as a great source of vitamins for lactating mothers. 
Also, this tree is a popular addition to the veggies list that 
is locally consumed. Since the trees will be accessible to the 
masses these trees can provide for the less fortunate as well 
as they will be free for the picking provided that they harvest 
only what they will consume. It is also the chapter’s way of 
providing a sustainable food source to help the less fortunate in 
their daily expenses. compared to the original idea of planting 
mahogany trees which will require 10-20 years before it can be 
harvested for consumption the malunggay only takes 4 months. 

UAP Marikina Valley Chapter – Tree Planting

Aligned with UAP’s thrusts

Aside from Arch. Salvador S. Villamor – chairman of the 
event, and Arch. remigio G. Abello - chapter President, other 
members and officers who participated were Architects Allan V. 
Garcia, Virgilio balderosa, Oscar l. Duque, elemer Se and Arch. 
michael T. Peña - immediate past president. marikina river Parks 
recreational Staff were also there to lend a helping hand, lead 
by mr. Alvin Abanatague.

They also prepared a packed brunch for them to enjoy after 
the hard work of tree planting together with the marikina river 
Parks recreational Staff. This event was sponsored by the metalink 
Steel System and Spancrete Structure. At the end of the event as 
we all stood back ready to go, a sense of contentment filled us as 
we individually knew that once again even if only the smallest of 
ways, we have once again contributed something to our flourishing 
community and its people.

D U r I n G  T h e 
n a t i o n w i d e 
Architecture Week, 
t h e  S o c k s a r ge n 

chapter found time to conduct many 
meaningful projects that aligned with 
UAP’s national thrusts. The chapter 
marked the first day of NAW with a 
tree planting activity conducted in 
Koronadal city. The activity was jointly 
conducted with the UAPSA of nDmU. 

An exhibit of architectural plates 
and presentations from among the 
architecture students in the region 
and a poster making contest were also 
conducted at the notre Dame of marbel 
University campus. The exhibit was on 
display during the entire duration of nAW.

The  week- l ong  ce l eb ra t i on 
culminated with the tribute to two of 
the eldest and pioneering architects of 
the region, Architects Aristeo maderal 
Jr. and Arturo SF. Velasquez, both 
still very active with the chapter. The 
tribute was simultaneously conducted 
with the chapter christmas Party. It 
was a night of fellowship and bonding 
and the chapter members reminisced 
about the chapter’s humble beginnings 
and how it has grown steadily to a 
remarkable chapter in its thirteen 
years of existence. Other activities 
during the nAW were the Dart and 

billiard competitions and the 
bowling Tournament among 

the chapter members and 
the UAPSA members. 

UAP Socsksargen chapter has come a long way and has made its mark in 
the city as one of the most respected professional organizations. The chapter 
carry’s the name and logo of the professional organization in all its undertakings 
and has been consistent in the promotion of the profession and the professional 
organization. The chapter looks to a bright future as it continues to grow and work 
hand in hand with the national Organization in uplifting the plight of the Filipino 
Architects. by Michael T. Ang, fuap, piep
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Spotlight on the Architect:
District C-1’s Annual NAW Exhibit

Davao Architects Celebrate NAW with a Bang

UAP-Sugbu’s Forum with PRBoA Chair

PrO-AcTIVe as ever, UAP regional 
District c-1, headed by District Director 

Alan choachuy mapped out a fruitful nationwide 
Architecture Week celebration last December 4-7, 
2008.

The annual Architects exhibit was given a more 
relevant dimension with the creation of their own straight-
to-the-point theme, “Do it with an Architect”, way before 
the UAP national relayed to the chapters this year’s 
official theme. Still both underscored the importance of 
taking an in-depth look of the architect and giving value 
to what they could offer the Filipino community.

This year’s exhibit is chaired by the potent father-
and-son tandem of Architects clemente and clive Aaron 
Guanzon of rajah humabon chapter. The four-day 
showcase of the built environment opened in grand 
fashion at the metro’s newest shopping destination, 
Parkmall 168 in mandaue city. no less than the mayor 
Jonas cortes of mandaue city provided the highlight 
speech, which emphasized on the “need for education” 
of the public on the profession and encouraged architects 
to be “part of the solution” to the city’s problems

Four chapters from District C-1 displayed their finest 
works in innovative booths. As allied professionals, 
members of the newly-formed Philippine Institute of 
Interior Designers-cebu chapter also joined the show. 

lapu lapu chapter’s anime-style architect photos 
and clean layout by Deputy District c-1 Director lawrence 
Young won a public vote for “best exhibit booth”. The 
chapter was awarded their prize during the Architects’ 
chill Out night, hosted by cebu chapter, at Pier One 
restaurant just inside the Parkmall complex. by Karl 
A.E.F. Cabilao, uap

AS PArT of the nationwide Architecture Week 
celebration, UAP Sugbu chapter hosted a whole-
day architecture forum last Dec. 6, 2008 at 

the main Theater of the University of San carlos college of 
Architecture and Fine Arts building in Talamban, cebu city.

With the Prc board of Architecture chair, Arch’t. Armando Alli, as 
the resource speaker, the event attracted 200 participants consisting 
of architects and architecture students and graduates. 

The morning session dealt with the topic ‘Sustainable Architecture 
through r.A. 9266 and related Practice laws’. The afternoon session was 
about ‘Ticket to the Profession: Gearing Up for the licensure examination 
for Architects’. It was at this juncture when Arch’t. Alli announced that 
starting Dec. 24, 2008, apprenticeship hours can be earned while still 
enrolled to the applause of the students and graduates. both sessions 
were followed by a healthy discussion of relevant issues and queries.

Among the eager 
beavers who attended the 
event were District c-1 
Director Alan chochuy, Task 
Force r.A. 9266 Deputy 
Director for the Visayas 
Jose mari canizares and 
Past UAP national President 
richeto Alcordo. Of course, 
joining the enlightening 
e xc hange s  we r e  t he 
deans and depar tment 
c h a i r s ,  a r c h i t e c t u r e 
students and graduates 
from the University oaf 
San carlos (USc), cebu 
Institute of Technology 
(cIT), University of the 
Visayas (UV) and University 
of Southern Philippines 
F o u n d a t i o n  (U S P F ) .

F o r  t h e i r  a c t i v e 
participation, some lucky 
attendees won books and 
magazines from one of the 
event sponsors, Powerbooks. A student from cIT won the grand prize, a 
computer printer from UAP District C-1. Certificates were also given out 
to those who attended. The event was chaired by UAP Sugbu chapter 
Director, Dennis mayo. by Karl A.E.F. Cabilao, uap

Arch’t. Alli receives the plaque of appreciation 
from District C-1 Director Alan Choachuy, as 
Event Chair Dennis Mayo and Sugbu Chapter 
President Karl Cabilao look on.

Host Chapter. NAW Forum Chair Dennis Mayo, 
Sugbu Chapter IPP Noel Avila, Treasurer Beni 
Artajo and President Karl Cabilao

IT WAS A bUSY week 
for architects in Davao 
city last December 1 to 
6, 2008 as they joined 
their counterparts 

from all over the country in the observance 
of the 37th nationwide Architecture Week. 
The celebration was marked by a series of 
activities geared towards the promotion 
of public awareness and appreciation of 
architecture as well as the preservation 
of the environment.
Motorcade, Mangrove-Planting and 
in-Situ Rendering Competition

nAW 37 kicked off in the morning 
of December 1, 2008 with a motorcade, 
participated by members of UAP Davao 
and mt. Apo chapters and architecture 
students from Ateneo de Davao University, 
University of mindanao and University of 
the Philippines in mindanao. The caravan 
wove through Davao’s main thoroughfares 
and ended at the barangay matina Aplaya 
Gym where barangay chairman Jimmy 

continued on page 19

A hardware customer consults with 
architects during the Architects’ Free 
Consult.

A motorcade marks the start of the NAW 
celebration in Davao City.

Architects plant mangrove 
seedlings as a way of helping to 
protect Davao’s  mangrove areas.

Davao architects pose with members of 
the media during the Kapihan sa PIA.
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• Would you swear to be a more 
discerning professional by using 
environmental resources properly and 
prudently? 

• Will you consciously preserve and 
protect the environment from further 
degradation?  

• Will you treat the environment as 
though it is your own masterpiece, 
giving it great care and priding 
yourself of its wonders and beauty? 

• Will you ever be thankful to God and to 
the dedication of people in their work 
to ensure that you and your family 
have clean air to breathe, clean water 
to drink, rivers and oceans to launch 
adventures and relaxation? 

• Would you be thankful enough for 
your life that is healthy and a future 
worthy to be shared to the next 
generations? 
Who knows what this new Year 

may bring, but to reckon with its bright 
promises is but sensible than holding to 
an uncertain direction. I tell you, it is with 
conviction that our renewed professional 
commitments towards genuine concern for 
the people and the environment will lead us 
to stir on an upbeat course to a progressive 
and sustainable economy. 

I reserve to you all the inspired, 
determined and unified actions that 
come along with these commitments. A 
prosperous new Year to all!

The UncerTAIn state of economies 
all over the world coupled with grave 
corruption in all levels of society and the 
persistent devastation of nature present 
an array of challenges and opportunities 
for us this new Year. One really cannot 
reconcile these enormous problems just 
by heeding the advices of economists, 
and social morality and environmental 
groups, bUT plain lifestyle change and 
keeping the values of concern for other 
people and our environment, simple as it 
is will make a difference. Stretching these 
to the practice of our profession will make 
a bigger difference. even though we are 
not a “do-it-all” type of profession, we are 
instinctive enough to what challenges we 
can take on. 

lest we forget, the world economies 
are exceedingly dependent on the natural 
resources, which are abundantly present 
in the environment. The disturbing idea of 

On 18 SePTember 2005, I was 
involved in a tragic accident. 
It left me with broken hands 
and legs.

There were cracks on my 
necks making it difficult to move 
or tilt my head. because of this, 
my head had to remain fixed, 
facing the ceiling. I’ve been 
bedridden for six months, unable 

to move, to even wipe my tears. bedridden with both legs hanging 
and tied to a rope, I was a Spiderman, a broken man, not a hero.

I’ve been placed in a desperate position where my daily 
medical expense is P6,000. It mounted up to a total of half a million.

Worse, my chances of living have dropped to 20 percent 
because embolism. According to my doctor, because of the 
accident, the bone marrows from my broken bones have mixed 
with my blood. This could result in the clogging up of my heart, 
lungs and even brain. The effect can be evident, showing signs 
during the first five days of the accident.

my wife, who is nurse, knew about this and cried earnestly. 
but I have kept a strong faith. “God can do things which 
science cannot.” being a pastor, I believe in the power of 

prayer. I have asked my friends to pray for me.
Everything has been taken away

I have been a freelance architect for 14 years 

Eduardo F. Bober, Jr., uap, piep
Palawan Chapter

Green
and 

Maroon
Waves

a worldwide economic collapse would be 
monstrous if the economic base, which is 
the environment, is continually threatened. 
In a condition where there are economic 
and social disorders, architecture could 
not flourish, more so in a vulnerable 
environment. 

Those of us who are concerned about 
earth’s continued existence already hear 
the warning alarms around us on a daily 
basis. We know the responsibilities which 
are charged to us by our profession that 
is to share in keeping this world a better 
place to live in. These responsibilities have 
evolved into professional values focused 
on the concern to protect the environment 
while ensuring that people get the best 
architecture suited to their needs and 
aspirations and in the process we must 
persevere to uphold them.

now is an opportune time to take 
on the challenges of protecting our 
environment, renew our commitments, and 
make personal resolutions in doing our part 
to care for people and the environment. 

however, how could one work on 
something which is not acknowledged? In 
this light, let me guide you through this 
list of resolutions: 
• Would you accept to be a steward of 

creation? 
• Do you understand that your very 

existence and that of the next 
generations are endangered by the 
destruction of the environment?  

RENEwiNg CoMMiTMENTS AND CoNCERN 
TowARDS THE PEoPLE AND THE ENViRoNMENT

and have built different structures all over the country. I was also 
involved in politics, having served three terms as top councilor 
for Pob. minglanilla.

but in the blink of an eye, I lost my money, honor, and fame. I 
also felt my wife’s shining career suffered because of my accident. 
A clinical instructor, she has always been promoted for her diligence 
and for being a board topnotcher.

however, I always held on to the words of God to Job: “naked I 
came to this earth, naked I also depart.” We had nothing before we 
came to this world. The money, blessings, talent, and whatever we 
have gained in life, we are not its owners. We are only God’s trustees.
I am prone to depression but I have chosen to fight

I had my office and staff brought to my hospital room, 
including my drafting table. my secretary stayed by my side 
including my draftsman, who acted out to my instructions.

Thrice a day, I receive six sets of injection all over my body. 
I also take in my medicine through dextrose to avoid infection. 
Changing my beddings had also been difficult which was every 
other day. People would lift me up to make this possible. In doing 
so, cracking sounds of my bones would echo inside. I cried at the 
top of my voice because of the severe pain, but I had to fight or 
else if the bedding is not change I will be infected. I remained 
strong and I continued with my work. 

After two years, I have built two casket factories and 25 chapels 
of St. Peter. my message to all architects: never give up. There is 
always hope and a life at the end of the tunnel. To God be the glory!

Discouragement will come...
When you cannot interpret the plan of God in your life. 

Life story of Archt. Richard D. Cabaluna

Healing a Broken Body and Spirit
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christmas outreach

WhAT IS A more meaningful way to celebrate christmas but to share 
the love and the blessings we have continuously received to those 
who need these things the most: the young orphans.

last December 23, 2008, District A-4 of the United Architects 
of the Philippines visited the Fundacion de Damas de Filipinas, Inc. 
Settlement house located in Paco, manila.  This orphanage which 
served as a home for orphans aged 6 years old and below, was razed 
to the ground by a fire on December 3, 1998.  It was rebuilt in forty 
five days with Archt. Bong Regala, Jr., fuap, current Director of District 
A-4, as the architect/designer of the new structure.  

After ten years, Archt. Regala, together with the five Presidents 
of the District, Architects minnie rosel (Diliman), Weesen Kua (new 
manila), Dennis Villanueva (cAmAnAVA-hilaga), mel Abalos (nove 
central), and lucille chua (Oc-elliptical), together with other members 
from their chapters paid a visit to the orphanage. They were also 
very fortunate to be joined by UAP’s Vice President for Area A, Archt. 
mike Tomeldan. They were welcomed by mrs. elenita O. nolasco, 
founder of the orphanage, Ms. Beth Florido, Chief Executive Officer, 
and ms. carina bellocillo, the teacher handling the day care classes.  

The architects were then able to interacted and spent time 
bonding with the children from the orphanage, to including those under 
its day care program. A lunch, sponsored by the District, followed.  

The children then had a short program which consisted of song, 
poetry, and dance numbers. everybody was entertained and so 
delighted to see these bubbly children ages 2 to 13 perform very well.

After the program, the architects presented their gifts which 
consisted of toys, toiletries, vitamins, ointments, other medicines, 
DVD players and educational cDs. The children and staff of the 
orphanage took turns in expressing their gratitude for the time 
shared and the gifts given by the architects.

The bright smiles 
of the children mirrored 
on the faces of the 
architects of District 
A-4 as the visit came to 
a close. It was truly a 
christmas meaningfully 
spent through sharing 
from the heart.

by Lucille H. Chua, uap

The PArTY season started early at the monastery of Our lady of 
the rosary at brgy. munting Dilaw, Antipolo city. The Dominican 
laity, the UAP rizal-Taytay chapter and boysen Paints combined 
their volunteer efforts to make the holidays a little brighter for the 
children, whose families are perennially facing economic need.

every third Sunday of the month , the Dominican laity would 
gather these children and teach them christian values and imbue 
in them the spirit of hope and love that they couldn’t find in their 
dire surroundings. They would come in their shoddy footwear, not 
a few in barefoot. Thus, “Tsinelas para sa batang Pinoy” was 
conceived. last nov. 23, 2008, the children had their new footwear 

2008. The outreach program was a chance 
for the maharlikans to be joined by family 
members, friends and sponsors in delivering the 
thrust of sharing their blessings to the Gaches 
Village orphans.

The coordination with the institution was 
carefully done by the Program chair Arch. 
Joel cano through the leadership of maharlika 
chapter President edgar calma. The condition 
of these special children brought compassion as 
well as apprehension to the members.  Questions 
of how to handle the orphans, fear of what to 
do, were replaced by fun and excitement. The 
three hours spent may have been very limited 
but the joy of bonding time will last in the hearts 

by Eugene C. Ferraris,uap

and other toys and gifts.  The children and some of their parents 
participated gamely with the party games. The children shared 
with us one of the most beautiful sounds in the world – the sound 
of young children laughing. Children find themselves free to laugh 
when they feel safe, comfortable, secure, happy, healthy and loved. 
For that fleeting moment, each of us found comfort with each other; 
each of us shared this joyous time…

of the maharlika participants.  
“Ano pangalan mo, ate?”
“Kailan kayo balik, kuya?”
maharlikans will sure hear the same 

eager voices again.  babalik po kami.

chrISTmAS 2008 came early for the 100 
lower trainable beneficiaries housed at the 
elsie Gaches Village, Alabang, muntinlupa city. 

The UAP- manila maharlika chapter 
held an interaction and feeding project for 
these special children on november 29, 

lAST December 16, 2008, the Parañaque-Palanyag chapter in partnership with Davies Paint 
went to the Special children of the brothers of charity in the caritas compound in Pandacan 
for their christmas outreach activity. The gift-giving followed. There were more than enough 
gifts for the children, the teachers and even for those who were absent. After the gift-giving, 
the architects shared a meal with the children and had some photos taken. Truly, God will not 
be outdone in generosity as long as people, like the Paranque Palanyag architects, give all the 
glory to him. by Sue Abello-gozos, uap
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The YeAr 2008 will be well remembered 
by all Davao architects, myself included, 
as a very good one. not only did we have 
the chance to show our warm hospitality 
by hosting the last and final NCA, but 
more importantly, it was the year which 
saw the full implementation of republic 
Act 9266 in the city.

Indeed, the years of painstaking 
effort by the three Davao city-based 
UAP chapters---Davao, mt. Apo and 
Kadayawan-Dabaw--- to lobby for the 
enforcement of rA 9266 have never 
gone for naught. On October 23, 2008, 
Davao city Vice mayor Sara Z. Duterte, 
in her capacity as acting mayor, signed 
Administrative Order no. 1 Series of 2008 
directing all government offices in the 
city to fully implement the Architecture 
Act of 2004.

And what an opportune time it was 
for the lady vice mayor to announce it in 
public than during her speech when she 
graced the 17th national conference of 
Architects as its Opening ceremonies 
Guest of honor. her announcement 
was met with a standing ovation as 
the delegates applauded and cheered 
rejoicingly much to the surprise of madam 
Duterte. She didn’t know that that act 
of hers was such a big deal not only to 
the architects in Davao but in the whole 
country as well.

True enough, the directive was not on 
paper only. effective november 22, 2008, 
the Office of the Building Official in Davao 
city no longer accepts architectural plans 
submitted for approval if they do not bear 
the signature and seal of an architect. 

Yes! Finally, what we, Davao 
architects, have been hoping and working 
for to happen since 2005 has come to 
fruition. What an early christmas gift it 
was for us!

but just as we were riding high 
in jubilation with this outstanding 
development, we hear reports that some 
individuals, with blueprints in tow, have 
started approaching architects to have some 
plans signed and sealed for a certain fee. 

In fact, just before the holiday break, 
two persons came to me to have me sign 
and seal plans they brought with them. 
One offered me P1500 while other 
was paying me P500 for the signing 
and sealing of the plans for a 6-unit 
commercial building and a 50-sqm. 

residence, respectively.
That would have earned 

me a total of P2000 in less 
than ten minutes. 

Ericson P. Europa, uap, piep
Davao Chapter

The 
Southern 

Shores

To BE AS STRoNg AS THE ox iN THE yEAR oF THE ox
Well, no sweat! It could have given me 
an additional budget to buy christmas 
presents for my almost a dozen inaanak. 
Of course, I turned both men down and I 
never heard of them since. but I’m sure 
they went from one architect to another 
until they could find one who would accede 
to their proposal. There are almost 500 
registered architects in Davao city and 
I’m afraid they would have met one by 
now who found such an easy money too 
tempting to resist. 

What I experienced was just a single 
incident in just a month since the full 
implementation of rA 9266 in Davao 
city.  Some of my architect friends also 
confirm to have also been offered the 
same proposals from other individuals. 
Well, I’m just glad that they said “no”, 
like what I did.

With the coming of another year, I’m 
very sure that more and more attempts 
of this sort of transaction will occur not 
only in Davao but in the various provinces, 

cities and municipalities whose lGUs have 
already embraced rA 9266. I believe there 
are already more than 40 of such localities 
nationwide: the province of Isabela, 
naga city, Surigao city, Ormoc city, 
mandaluyong city, Dagupan city, calamba 
in misamis Occidental, Pavia in Iloilo and 
Sta. cruz in laguna, just to name a few.

As we welcome 2009, it is my hope 
that we, architects, should not lose sight 
of  the very essence why we have been 
fighting for the implementation of RA 
9266. It is this very law that has given 
our profession due course and recognition. 
It has finally put to rest the issue of 
overlapping roles and functions between 
the architect and the civil engineer. If we 
allow ourselves to be used to legalize 
plans and specifications prepared by other 
individuals, then everything we have 
done will just be water down the drain.

hence, this Year of the Ox, let our will 
and conviction to uphold the Architecture 
law be as strong as the ox.

UAP TAnDAnG Sora chapter soars high in Davao when the delegates went wild and 
roaring upon riding the breath- taking SKYrIDe, one of the highlights of the trip to eDen 
PArK, a two-hour ride from the main city. The delegates together with their families 
and friends took a little time to relax and enjoy the fun-filled experience of coming to 
the park, to witness panoramic sceneries, lash vegetation, mangosteen and vegetable 
gardens sight-seeing and camping sites much to experience different rides that will 
make one’s heart pounding.

With fresh air and beautiful sunlight because of the park’s elevation, the delegates took 
time to take some pictures as their remembrance for the unforgettable trip. There were 
moments of laughing, joking and shouts of thrill because of the surprises the Park offers.

Truly, our trip to Davao was one of the ncA that the chapter will never forget aside 
from the fact that it will be the last ncA of the UAP but one thing for sure; one’s trip to 
Davao will never be that unforgettable without getting to the famous eDen PArK. It is 
truly an amazing experience!

GrADe SchOOl pupils at the Genoroso elementary School in Sitio 
Saavedra, barangay bago Aplaya in Davao city were full of joy and 
excitement as they received early christmas presents from members 
of UAP Davao chapter who visited their school last December 
19, 2008 for a gift-giving activity in time for the holiday season. 

The architects, led by UAP Davao chapter President Agatha 
ellen Salanatin-Valencia, distributed educational toys and school 
supplies, such as notebooks, crayons, coloring books and pencils, 
to the under-privileged school children in one of the depressed 
areas of Davao city. 

The outreach activity, UAP Davao’s final undertaking 
of the year, was the chapter’s way of sharing its numerous 
blessings to the less fortunate after the string of successes and 
accomplishments it has attained in 2008. 
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DAVAO CITY proved to be the perfect backdrop for the final staging of the UAP’s 
mid-year conference as the country’s no. 1 most competitive city hosted the 17th 
conference of Architects last October 23-25, 2008, replete with all the excitement, 
pomp and festivities. The confab was deemed a huge success with around 900 architects 
convening at the Grand regal hotel for the three-day event.

A mass, officiated by Rev. Monsignor Paul Cuison, in the morning of Day 0 signaled 
the start of the ncA-17. This was followed by the Opening of conference exhibits with 
Davao city councilor hon. Dante Apostol cutting the ribbon, in lieu of congressman 
Vincent Garcia. And to further drum up publicity on the conference, a motorcade was 
held afterward around downtown Davao.

back in the hotel, the opening of the sportsfest, dubbed as “liga Arkitektura,” 
paved the way to an action-packed afternoon as architects showed their prowess in 
various sport events such as golf, basketball, billiards, badminton, and bowling. held 
simultaneously were the chapter Presidents’ Assembly (cPA) and the council of Deans 
and heads of Architecture Schools in the Philippines (cDhASP) business meeting. 
capping Day 0 was the national board meeting.

Tribal beat and ethnic dances greeted the delegates on Day 1 as the maharlika 
Dance company provided a colorful and festive atmosphere during the Opening 
ceremonies. Davao city Vice-mayor Sara Z. Duterte graced the occasion as guest 

of honor. her presence proved to be a 
harbinger of good news when, in her 
speech, she announced that in her 
capacity as acting city mayor, she has 
signed and approved Administrative Order 
01 Series of 2008 directing all government 
agencies in Davao city to fully implement 
all provisions of rA 9266.   

While the festive mood was still in 
the air, the architects had an opportunity 
to broaden their knowledge with two 
seminars in the afternoon. Archt. mary Ann 
Arañas-espina lectured on “Sustainable 
Design Principles of landscape Design” 
while Archt. marissa Feliciano-castillo 
shared her experience in “Documenting 
Vernacular Architecture in mindanao.”

highlighting Day 1 was the Welcome 
Dinner with Davao city councilor hon. 
myrna Daludo-Ortiz, who represented 
city mayor rodrigo r. Duterte, as guest 
of honor. In her speech, the lady councilor 
reiterated the city government’s order 
to enforce rA 9266 in the city. She also 
stated that the Office of the City Mayor 
has mandated the Office of the city 
Engineer and Office of the Building Official 
to prosecute any person violating the 
provisions of the said law.

Day 2 started early with the college 
of Fellows breakfast meeting. A little later, 
delegates had the chance to experience 
Davao’s rich natural beauty as the eco-
Tour brought them to various eco-tourist 
spots of the city. For those who stayed 
behind at the conference venue, two 
seminars kept them abreast of interesting 
architectural topics: “Green Design 
Technologies: Strategies for the Architect” 
and “climate and the built environment” 
by Archt. miguel Guerrero and Archt. 
christopher Dela cruz, respectively.

After the closing ceremonies, 
conference delegates were transported to 
the crocodile Park for the much-awaited 
culmination activity of the ncA---the 
fellowship night, dubbed as “The Jungle 
Party.” Donned in their safari outfits, the 
architects were treated to an evening of 
fun and entertainment. The maharlika 
Dance company again rendered a number 
of ethnic presentations to the delight of 
everyone while delectable Davao cuisine 
and overflowing drinks were served. 
before the night ended, prizes were 
awarded to the adjudged best “jungle-
dressed” architects while lucky delegates 
went home with fabulous raffle prizes.

ncA-17 in Davao city would indeed, 
leave a mark in UAP’s history as the 
final National Conference of Architects 
to be held. The ncA, which has always 
been a much-awaited event annually, 
will be phased out this year with the 
institutionalization of Area Assemblies and 
conferences. In view of this, the ncA will 
surely be missed. but there is much to look 
forward to with the proposed assemblies 
that will take its place. being the last, 
ncA-17 had a very apt theme, “Sidlak 
Sang madayaw na Kagikan, roadmap 
to the Future.” When translated, it 
means learning from the radiance 
of our glorious past in embarking 
to meet the challenges of 
tomorrow. by Ericson P. 
Europa, uap, piep
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by Clarissa M. Lorenzo, uap

I belOnG to a small class of architects 
and aspiring planners, who are taking 
up a master’s degree in Architecture at 
the UST Graduate School. To further our 
education, Prof. connie roxas, an architect-
environmental planner, prepared a four-
day cultural trip to macau-hongkong. She 
is escorted by her spouse, eghai, a visual 
artist and UP alumnus, and manuel noche, 
fellow faculty member in the UST Graduate 
School and college of Architecture.

mostly Thomasians, my architect 
classmates are Tony-Kar balde, former co-
worker of Prof. roxas, and Shala bondoc 
with husband Ian, both from Pampanga 
and members of UAP Angeles chapter. 
The other architects were rino Fernandez 
of bicol University with his wife Josie and 
brother-in-law; former nun Jenny Sanchez 
of UAP Quezon chapter and her fellow 
chapter member Warren Quiambao and 
wife Tutit; and Anthony Sarmiento, the 
youngest of the group who recently passed 
the June 2008 architecture board exams. 
The only non-architect, Fr. ray martinez, 
a classmate of mine in cultural heritage 
Studies, completed the group of 15.
Urban Macau 

The trip from manila to macau was 
almost an hour via Air macau airline. Upon 

arrival, we made our way from the 
customs department to the airport 
lobby where we were welcomed 

by our chinese tour guide.
because of time 

c o n s t r a i n t s ,  w e 
immediately headed 
to the Fisherman’s 
Wharf for lunch. The 
restaurant’s buffet 
table was filled up by a 
variety of meat and fish, 
fruits and vegetable, 
and pastries. It was 
followed by a quick 
tour and photo-ops of 

the Wharf before 
we continued 

our half-day 
tour. 

The 5Th OF December will always be 
remembered as a glorious day!

Unlike any other Friday, anticipation and 
excitement were in the air for UAP Quezon city 
chapter. Aboard “air force one,” we stepped 
down to the gate and was greeted by the 
smiling face of world-renowned architect, 
Francisco “bobby” mañosa.

Upon seeing and entering the mañosa’s 
home, I immediately had two important 
realizations. First, from this tour, we will be 
getting tons of information and inspiration, 
which will make us proud to be Filipinos. 
Second, as we are all well into the 21st 

Indeed, macau is similar to the 
Philippines in a lot of aspect. Under the 
colony of Spain’s rival then, Portugal’s 
influence is evident in Macau’s grid-typed 
plans, stone structures and catholic 
churches. On the other hand, some of 
those built even before the coming of the 
Portuguese remains alive today like A-ma 
Temple. It is a variety of pavilion dedicated 
to the worship of different deities inspired 
by various religions like confucianism, 
Taoism and buddhism.

It was almost 6 pm when we checked 
in to our hotel. Fu hua Guang Dong hotel 
is a modest-multi-level structure located 
at the intersection of Avenida costa e 
horta and rua de Xavier Pereira, which is 
a bustling commercial area.

having refreshing ourselves, the group 
decided to have dinner in a noodle house. 
We spent another hour window-shopping 
before we returned to the hotel.
Heritage appreciation

On our second day, as the group split 
up, Anthony and I decided to join Fr. ray 
to experience coloane. Along the way, 
we passed by churches and a cemetery, 
government buildings and a nearby 
market. One of my favorite sites is the strip 
of rua de roque, which boasts of two-story 
ochre painted residences.

After several roadblocks, we found 
the right bus for coloane, which is a 
laidback fishing port. We first had lunch 
at a pasta-pastry shop, served by a 
waiter from the Visayas. Properly fed and 
rested, we proceeded to our tour. There, 
old buildings from temples and churches 
and houses stood side by side with modern 
architecture. One of these is the church 
of St. Francis Xavier. The simple interiors 
are highlighted by the black marble altar. 
After rounds of photo shoots, to the delight 
and dismay of Fr. ray, we headed back to 
the city by 3pm.

We enjoyed the remaining hours 
visiting the church of St. Anthony and 
the macau museum of Art. Surprisingly, in 
certain galleries, they allow photo and video 
shoots as long as there will be no flashes. 
We also met two more Filipinos both 
working as museum security personnel.

From the museum, we made our 
way to the commercial district just blocks 
away. Famous branded shops lined up the 
european-inspired shopping square. Fr. 
rey went to a bookstore and bought two 
art books. both Anthony and I haggled for 
some souvenir items.

We made one last stop at 
hotel lisboa. A towering steel 
icon in at day, hotel lisboa is a 
colorful flaring tower at night. 
Together with other tourists, 
we took photos of each other 
under this magnificent display 
of lights.
Souvenir shopping

With enough memories 
and photos of macau, the next 
day was set for hongkong. 
The fastest route to macau 
was through the Turbojet 
Ferry. Upon arrival, breakfast 
was followed by alternate 

walking and subway route. Still 
divided into groups, I was in the 

company of Prof. roxas and her 
husband, couple Ian and Shala, and 

Tony-Kar. The first stop was the Peak 
Tower via tramway. The wax statue of 
Jacky chan welcomed us at the station. In 
30 minutes, we made our way to the Tower 
and enjoyed a bird’s eve view of hongkong 
and the cool breeze.

After a quick lunch, we headed for the 
flea market near Public Square Street via 
hongkong streets and the subway. After 
some mishaps in asking for direction, 
we found the clear sidewalks slowly 
transforming to a bustling market.

minus the merchandise and the 
chinese speaking locals and signages, The 
night market is no different to the market 
stalls carriedo back during the days of 
mayor Atienza. Shala bought a jade chess 
playset. eghai got his money’s worth for a 
vintage watch. I bought some chopsticks 
and a red shirt with the word “buddha” 
printed in chinese. After two hours, we 
chose to have dinner along the streets. 
Diners here were open under the night sky 
and sandwiched between passing cars and 
market stalls. It was already 11 pm when 
we returned back to macau.

The following morning, after some 
last minute shopping, we made our way 
to the airport.

In many ways, macau is like manila. 
And one of the most admirable is that they 
made heritage tourism work. It was sincere 
and unpretentious, making me wonder if 
there’s a chance we can do the same here 
in manila. Who knows?
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Poliquit warmly welcomed the architects, 
which included chapter Presidents Agatha 
Salanatin-Valencia and Salvador mascardo 
of UAP Davao and mt. Apo, respectively, 
as well as District D-1 Director Florizel 
chavez. After a brief program, everybody 
proceeded to Sitio Dumalag where 
the architects conducted a mangrove-
planting activity while the students 
participated in the In-Situ rendering 
competition. After planting around 50 
mangrove seedlings, the architects 
visited the near-by Turtle reservation 
Sanctuary, where they listened to a short 
lecture on the importance of saving the 
pawikan that lay eggs in the area.
Architects’ Free Consult

Davao architects then had an 
opportunity to offer their expertise to 
the public when they conducted a free 
architectural consultation, dubbed as 

from page 11
Davao Architects Celebrate

UAP Dipolog Celebrates NAW

Garden Oases covered court. The Davao 
Architects turned back UAPSA-Um (73-52) 
to cop third place while Wilcon builders 
won anew over UAPGA (75-70) to become 
the nAW basketball Tournament back-to-
back champion.
5th ArQuiz and Academic Lecture

University of the Philippines in 
mindanao Team A bagged the championship 
of the 5th Inter-School Architecture Quiz 
bowl or ArQuiz last December 5 at the 
University of mindanao AVr. Placing 
second and third were UP mindanao 
Team b and Ateneo de Davao University 
Team A, respectively. right after the quiz 
competition, an academic lecture followed 
in the same venue. Arch. Ina marissa 
castillo, a distinguished member of the 
academe and presently UAP Davao Vice 
President for Administration, gave a talk 
on “The elements of an Urban Park.”  
Kapihan sa PiA

That same day, architects also 
graced the weekly “Kapihan sa PIA” 
(Philippine Information Agency) at the 
PIA Office to further raise awareness 
on the architecture profession to the 
public. Among the architects who joined 
the media Forum on rA 9266 were UAP 
Area D Vice President Prospero Abellano, 
as well as Architects Salanatin-Valencia 
and castillo. The forum was aired on 
local television. by Ericson P. Europa, 
uap, piep

“Architects’ Free consult”, on December 
2 to 4 at various hardwares in Davao 
city, namely: citihardware matina, 
citihardware bajada, Wilcon builders 
Supply, SKS Interiors, Ace hardware-Sm 
city Davao, and hardwaremaxx-nccc 
Davao. Architects were assigned in each 
venue to render professional advice to 
hardware customers on such concerns 
as renovation, interior design, finishing, 
space planning and construction. 
2008 NAw Basketball Tournament

December 4 marked the start of the 
2008 nAW basketball Tournament. The 
annual event was a 2-day affair with four 
teams seeing action: defending champion 
Wilcon builders, last year’s runner-up UAP 
Graduate Auxillary, UAPSA-Um and the 
Davao Architects. The knock-out phase, 
held on opening day at the Greenheights 
clubhouse, saw the Davao Architects 
losing to the formidable Wilcon builders 
while UAPGA outclassing UAPSA-Um. The 
finals was held on December 6 at the 

open yet it feels you’re still inside because of the extended 
eaves. There is nothing to block the view of the beautiful 
garden and the flow of the cooling breeze. It reminds 
me of my childhood days when me and my family would 
visiting our relatives. After a big meal in the dining area, 
the family eventually pours out into the open for snacks and 
chit-chat. The children would run around through games of 
taguan or patintero.

Since the whole tour took only a couple of hours with so 
much to see, it was very hard to capture everything to memory. 
nonetheless, the afternoon ended with wacky pictorials and 
book signing. Sir bobby made sure that each one had a special 
note and anecdotes. With that, it wouldn’t be hard to forget 
that we were in the presence of someone really famous!

A budding architect, I cannot wait to have my own 
home. Sir bobby has inspired me to look into my roots and 
take pride into where we came from. We have one of the 
richest histories in the world. We should not forget who 
we are for it brings a different sense of pride. As architects, 
this should help us build the best style suited for us.

The UnITeD Architects of the Philippines Dipolog chapter 
joined other UAP chapters around the country in the celebration 
of the 37th nationwide Architecture Week. A series of events 
were lined up to commemorate this prestigious occasion.

On December 4, the chapter presented the proposed 
refectory for b.V.m.c. Sisters and carmelite home for children, 
located in Sicayab, Dipolog city. This is a philanthropic 
project initiated by UAP Dipolog for the carmelite Sisters of 
the Philippines. Then a seminar on Green Architecture was 
conducted on December 11 at the camila hotel 1, along Gen. 
luna St., Dipolog city. The speaker of the event was Archt. 
mary Ann Arañas-espina.

To show concern for the less fortunate, especially during 
the holiday season, the chapter conducted a feeding program 
for the indigents in coastal Area Gallas in Dipolog. right after 
this, the much-awaited chapter christmas Party was held in 
nearby Ajero beach resort.

century, technology and resources should be used, 
not only as aids in designing but, in protecting the 
environment. Adding these two, let us use resources 
to design and build efficiently without forgetting our 
own identity.

Sure enough, as Archt. mañosa ushered us into 
his home, the tour started immediately with lamps, 
shaped like a hen and rooster, welcoming us. The 
architect explained that it is common in Filipino 
houses, especially in the provinces, to see chickens 
loitering in front of the houses. It is ours, a piece of 
our culture; so why not add it to our own modern 
abodes? 

Sir bobby has incorporated our culture through fun 
and imaginative details into his home. So throughout 
the tour, you can see something that reminds you 
of a typical part of a bahay kubo but done with a 
flair. It surely has been very nostalgic and inspiring. 

Of all the wonderful features of the mañosa 
home, one of my favorites is the balcony hugging 
one corner of the house. You’ve come out into the 
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cases filed by Civil Engineers against us. 
Sabi nga, nOT OnlY Once, bUT TWIce! 

last August 2008, UAP was entrusted 
to serve as the Secretariat for two years, 
2009 and 2010 of the APec Architect 
central council, and at the same time, was 
supported by 13 countries to host the 2010 
APec Architect central council meeting. 

last October 2008, the Department 
of energy recognized UAP as the first 
Accredited Professional Organization 
which gave its Pledge of commitment 
to the Department for supporting the 
government’s National Energy Efficiency 
and conservation Program (neecP). 

Thanks for a blessed year; UAP is 
now well poised to make the leap to 
become a leading accredited professional 
organization. 

however, this will require boldness 
and resolve. 

To succeed, we cannot just take small 
incremental steps. Instead we must strive 
to make a quantum leap to bring UAP into 
the distinguished league of the Philippines’ 
great organizations. 

And let us start with this. 
The UAP AnD The ArT OF PAInTInG 
Painters know that one of the most 

difficult situations is when the painting you 
are working on, starts looking really good. 

It is paradoxical but this is the most 
dangerous period as you continue the 
painting. There is a great temptation to 
play it safe, to make incremental, timid 
strokes for fear of spoiling the picture. Such 
an approach usually fails. You often end up 
with a piece of art which is commonplace, 
which has fallen short of what it could 
have become. 

The test for the painter, therefore, is 
to continue to be bold in developing the 
painting, while placing each new stroke 
firmly and strategically. Even the parts 
which already please the eye can be further 
enhanced, and refreshing the composition 
can positively transform the painting. 

Imagine, then, UAP as a painting. We, 
members of the UAP community, are the 
artists, some of the best artists available! 
Our task is to build on the parts of UAP that 
are already excellent, while remaining bold 
and creative as we transform the wonderful 
painting that is our great organization. 

Some of you may ask: Is it really 
possible for us to create a masterpiece? Do 
we have the means to make UAP a great 
organization? 

It is indeed true that UAP faces many 
challenges. The landscape is fiercely 
competitive. We have to balance many 
competing demands for our limited 
resources. We do have to make difficult 
choices and trade-offs. This is particularly 
so as the current global financial crisis 
continues to unfold. Growth in the 
Philippines and around the world has 
slowed drastically. We are in for a period 
of turbulence ahead but hope that this 
will be short-lived. 

These constraints and challenges 
are real, but they must not detract 

from our self-belief in our own 
potential. 

F r o m  m y  r e c e n t 
d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h 

colleagues, I know that many of you 
share my conviction. That UAP can be a 
leading professional organization if we put 
our hearts and minds fully into it – if we, 
as a community, wholeheartedly commit 
to a vision that stretches us to surpass 
ourselves. This will provide the impetus 
to find new solutions, and the strength 
and resources to address our challenges. 
Otherwise, we would not do full justice to 
our true potential. Otherwise, our painting 
would fall short of what it could have 
become. 

TrAnSFOrmInG UAP: member, 
eXcellence, STrIVInG TO be SelF-
SUrPASSInG 

The question is where do we start? 
What is the most important thing that we 
must focus on?

For me the answer is simple.
It’s all about OUr memberS.
And how? 
First, TO ImPrOVe cOmmUnIcATIOn 

WITh memberS
For the first quarter alone of the Fiscal 

Year 2008-2009, 
We conducted regular dialogues with 

our members to hear their views and 
problems relating to practice, our plans 
and programs and others. We conducted 

Dialogues with various chapters at the 
beginning of the Fiscal Year to establish 
common issues and objectives and to 
enhance communication with the chapters.

We regularly update our websites, and 
post vital information.

We launched the publication of The 
rallos chronicle to capture inside stories on 
people, events and places in the UAP today 
as seen from the current administration’s 
hall of service, radiating from it real and 
up-to-date accounts and review through 
exciting features on life and leisure, latest 
product and technologies, editorials, 
news stories, and commentaries from 
select industry experts, national leaders, 
prominent partners and allies.

Second, TO UPGrADe The cOre 
cOmPeTencY, SKIllS, KnOWleDGe AnD 
PrOFeSSIOnAlISm OF memberS

In partnership with the Department 
of health and cODhASP, we launched this 
week the hospital Planning and Design (A 
Foundation course for Architects. We will 
be holding the same seminar in luzon and 
Visayas regions.

In coordination with Prc and 
the Professional regulatory board of 
Architecture, we will be offering cPD 
Program to hone and improve the 

knowledge and skills of our members in 
compliance with the recent resolutions 
issued by Prc concerning continuing 
professional education.

Third, TO PlAn PrOJecTS AnD 
PrOGrAmS TO beneFIT All leVelS OF 
memberShIP

last June, we held our Pre-corporate 
Planning and Corporate Planning to define 
the programs and project for the Fiscal Year.

We already finished the amendment 
of our UAP Document 201

We represented the organization in 
the international conferences 

Four th,  TO re-InFOrce The 
ArchITecT’S leADerShIP POSITIOn 
In The bUIlDInG InDUSTrY ThrOUGh 
GreATer rePreSenTATIOn In POlIcY 
mAKInG bODIeS 

We continue actively represented 
in Government bodies and agencies, 
especially in the legislative branch of 
government in monitoring bills which might 
affect our law.

We established closer working 
relationship with various government 
agencies and local government units for 
the full implementation of our law.

We fostered closer working relationship 
with other parties of the building industry 
and addressed common issues affecting 
the building industry wherein UAP should 
continue to play a more active and key role 
in the building Industry.

We promoted the image of the 
architectural profession and to raise the 
profile and the image through socio and 
civic activities and greater exposure in 
public media

We responded expediently to issues 
raised in the media on building and 
environmental issues.

We continue to present material 
arguments before the court concerning the 
civil cases filed by civil engineers against us.  

Fifth, TO ImPrOVe UAP’S FAcIlITIeS 
TO beTTer SerVe memberS 

We finished the construction of the 
UAP Auditorium.

We successfully held the 7th UAP Golf 
cup to continually fund the completion of 
our national headquarters.

We reviewed the mailing system 
inc lud ing mai ls  and channels  o f 
communication between UAP members 
and UAP national Secretariat so that issues 
can be addressed and actions can be taken 
more effectively.

Through the office of our NEVP, the 
UAP business center is about to commence 
to cater the needs of our members.

The successful implementation of our 
UAP IAPOA ID system

Yes, the transformation of UAP requires 
the transformation in our culture, the way 
we see and do things. We need a culture 
that fiercely values excellence and brings 
out the very best in our members. 

Within such a culture, we recognize 
outstanding individuals and help our 
colleagues to excel because this raises 
overall quality and standards. Within such 
a culture, we are keen to collaborate across 
disciplines because by doing so, we are 
more likely to do something exceptional. 

Imagine, then, UAP as a 
painting. We, members of 

the UAP community, are the 
artists, some of the best 

artists available! Our task is 
to build on the parts of UAP 
that are already excellent, 
while remaining bold and 
creative as we transform 

the wonderful painting that 
is our great organization. 

from page 1

continued on the next page
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We applaud the attainments of individuals 
like the recently institutionalized national 
awards crafted by the Office of the National 
executive Vice President, and celebrate 
the achievements of cooperative efforts 
within UAP like we are now doing here at 
the 17th UAP ncA. 

There is a term which I believe 
captures the spirit essential to this culture 
transformation. The term is “SelF-
SUrPASSInG”. 

Self-surpassing because as individuals, 
as teams, as an institution, we are never 
satisfied with what we have achieved. We 
are always seeking to surpass ourselves. 

I was talking with some of our 
colleagues in the profession last month and 
picked up a valuable insight from them. 
They told me that their performance went 
up when they focused, on each project, 
on surpassing themselves rather than on 
beating their competitors. 
iNiTiATiVES CENTERED oN 
MEMBERSHiP 

So how would we transform the 
culture in UAP? 

There is a saying that roughly 
translates like this: “To talk much and 
arrive nowhere, is the same as climbing a 
tree to catch a fish”. 

So if we are to succeed in all our 
programs, All of us must act on it, and 
not just talk about it, or just become critic 
and or a mere spectator. 

The good news is that over the 
past few months, we have made great 
strides in this direction InSPITe OF The 
UncOnTrOllAble ISSUeS AT hAnD. 

I had earlier used the metaphor of UAP 
as a wonderful landscape painting full of 
great promise and potential. The painting 
has many beautiful parts and we stand 
now with our brushes, seeking to make it 
a masterpiece. 

how should we continue the painting? 
how would we make our painting really 

stand out, to have great impact, compared 
with the countless other paintings being 
done all around the world? 

let’s start by looking at 3 paintings. 

The first is a painting of a bowl of 
flowers. Can you guess who the painter is? 

The second is a painting of couples 
walking in a park. This is done by the same 
artist as before. Who do you think it is? 

The third is a painting of a starry night 
by the same painter. 

I think all of you would recognize this 
painting instantly as a masterpiece by 
Vincent Van Gogh. 

each of the 3 paintings is outstanding. 
but it is hard to tell who the painter is from 
the first 2 paintings because they are very 
similar to other paintings done in those styles. 

The third painting however, is 
completely unmistakable. Unmistakable 
and unique in its composition, the swirling 
effect of the sky and stars, and the bold use 
of the brush. It is arresting, powerful and 
fresh, and stands out by being completely 
distinctive. 

Throughout his l ife, Van Gogh 
relentlessly pursued his own unique 
way of expressing himself through his 
paintings. Today, he is revered for the 
power, originality and distinctiveness of 
his later paintings. 

So, what has this discussion about Van 
Gogh’s painting style got to do with UAP?

Van Gogh created powerful paintings 
quite unlike anything done by his 
contemporaries and predecessors. 

his approach holds an important 
lesson for us. To be a leading professional 
organization, UAP must achieve high 
impact in our governance, continuing 
professional development, advocacy to 
the architecture profession and service to 
members.

but we must also create our own 
distinctiveness. That is to “be where others 
aren’t going to be”.
A CALL To ACTioN

And so we continue the unfinished 
painting that is UAP. OUr VISIOn OF UAP 
mUST be PAInTeD WITh bOlD, ASSUreD 
STrOKeS. We must break fresh new 
ground while continuing to enhance the 
best parts of UAP.

As members of the UAP community, 

I InVITe YOU TO TAKe UP YOUr brUSh 
AnD ADD TO OUr cOllecTIVe eFFOrT 
TO creATe A lIVelY bUT hArmOnIOUS 
PIece OF ArT. in fact, our strong and solid 
partner, Davies Paints offer 67 different 
colors so we have nothing to worry about 
it and DAVIeS color Factory offers its 
customers a choice of over 7,000 ready 
to mix colors.

UAP is well poised to make the leap to 
become a leading professional organization. 
Despite the constraints and challenges we 
face, despite the unfulfilled commitment 
by some, despite the discontentment of 
our critics and spectators, we must have 
self-belief in our own potential.

because in order to succeed, we need 
boldness and resolve.

The key is our unity and  we must all 
welcome all commendable initiatives to 
create a culture of excellence that brings 
out the best in our organization.

We must encourage the whole UAP 
community to be self-surpassing. never 
satisfied with what we have achieved. 
Always seeking to surpass ourselves.

but this will not be enough. We must 
also create our own distinctiveness.  That is 
to “be where others aren’t going to be”.

I believe we can do this, that we 
can distinguish ourselves by becoming a 
leading professional organization.

Paraphrasing a quote
“When it comes to the future, there 

are three kinds of people:those who make 
it happen, those who let it happen, and 
those who wonder what happened.”

We are at a pivotal moment in 
time. We have a unique opportunity to 
transform UAP into a leading professional 
organization.

Ask yourself what you want your UAP 
to be.

What is your vision for the future 
for UAP in our quest to be amongst best 
accredited professional organization?

And then, be one of the dedicated 
members who will help make that 
future happen.

Thank you

continued from previous page

The UAP heADQUArTerS’ continuation 
with its beautification project was just 
a dream…yet was realized through 
joint efforts from the UAP San Juan-
Mandaluyong Chapter Officers, Davies, 
representatives from the eulogio A. 
rodriguez Institute of Science and 
Technology (eArIST) UAPSA, rizal 
Technological University (rTU) UAPSA, 
staff of Toribio estaras, uap, UAP 
Secretariat.

Planning/implementation started 
way back October 1, 2008 and onwards 
and the blessing,  which was officiated 
by rev. Fr. rex Vidal, SVD., Sacred 
heart Parish,  bgy. Kamuning,  Quezon 
city,  was held on December 1, 2008 
during the opening ceremonies of the 
nationwide Architecture Week. Gracing 
the affair were medeliano T. roldan, 
Jr., fuap, Pablo S. mercado, IV, uap, 

by Russell Fatima N. Moleta, uap

the UAP national board, representatives from various chapters, friends and 
sponsors. During the ceremony a marker and a “fortune plant” was presented 
to Archt. roldan signifying acceptance of the project and as a continuous quest 
for green architecture. This reminds us to nurture the plants for life. The 
project was initiated in gratitude to its mentors from the UAP national and 
to colleagues in support for “Unity in the Pursuit of Professional excellence”.  
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wiSH LiST FoR 2009
rAISInG The curtain of yet another year 
affords us another excuse, not just to 
scatter the confetti, revel in the fireworks 
and pop the cork off the champagne 
bottles, but also to shoot up our wishes 
towards the stars. Although, we are not 
always ensured of getting everything that 
we asked for, it won’t harm us a bit if we 
make a new Year’s wish. 

 I expected more people to take this 
wish-upon-a-star task more seriously this 
year amidst the grim outlook revealed 
by financial experts on the future of the 
global economy. It’s another belt-tightening 
episode, as they would say. but ever the 
resilient and innovative souls that Filipinos 
are, we are expected to sail through another 
crisis-infested year intact just like what we 
have done many times over in the past.

 In the spirit of welcoming 2009, I 
asked some Visayan architects on their new 
Year wishes, particularly for the architect, 
the profession and our organization. 
So what do they yearn for their Filipino 
colleagues in this brand new year? read 
on some thoughts from those who have 
kindly replied.

 “For Filipino architects, to have a 
more prosperous 2009 and good health for 
him, his family and loved ones.” – Rialino 
Alisbo, VP Area-C (Negrense Chapter)

 “have more time with the family amidst 
our busy schedules.” – Alan Choachuy, 
District C-1 Director (Lapu Lapu Chapter)

 “my wish is for us to be more united and 
active in all aspects of our profession.” – Ariel 
Angalot, President (Bohol Chapter)

 “I wish that r.A. 9266 will be fully 
implemented throughout the country. 
And that there would be an equal share 
of opportunities for each architect in the 
practice of the profession. With that it would 
truly be a happy and prosperous 2009 for 
all of us.” – Alexander Udjaji, President 
(Dumaguete Chapter)

 “For more globally-competitive Filipino 
architects.” – wilfredo Sy, Jr., Past 
President (iloilo Chapter)

 “create more responsible architecture 
to uphold the principles of a sustainable 
environment. may we give more value to 

simplicity and efficiency by focusing more 
on what is essential.” – Emmanuel 
Cuizon, President (Cebu Chapter)

“I have the same wish as most of my 
chaptermates and that is for the full 

implementation of r.A. 9266.” - 
gloria Anino, President(Rajah 

Humabon Chapter)

Karl Aries Emerson F. Cabilao, uap
Sugbu Chapter

Two
Sides
of the

Pen

Cebu-Sugbu Duo rules
Davies 2nd Basketball Match
A DeTermIneD squad composed of the younger members of UAP cebu 
and Sugbu chapters is this year’s United Architects basketball club (UAbc) 
Champion.  The Powerfloor Cebu-Sugbu squad subdued a taller Liquid Tile-
lapu lapu chapter, 57-53,   in the tightly-contested knock-out game for 
the top prize last 23 nov. 2008 at the Kinetics centrum basketball court 
of the benedicto college in A.S. Fortuna, bakilid, mandaue city. 

A guest team, the Sportswriters Association of cebu (SAc), triumphed over 
the Sun and rain-rajah humabon chapter, 68-55 in the battle for third place.

 UAbc President Antonio 
“Jr” Decatoria of cebu chapter 
lifted his team to the 2nd UAbc 
championship with a double-
double performance (16 points, 
12 rebounds). lapu lapu 
chapter’s elmer laguna led the 
runners-up with a game-high 
18 points.

All-Star weekend

A week after championship 
Sunday, UAbc held its All-Star 
Weekend with a centerpiece 
game between the Architects 
team and a team composed of 
friends in media and industry 
partners. The Architects All-
Stars prevailed 98-84.

The p layers f rom the 
champion team also dominated 
in the individual awards. Oliver 
Tan of Sugbu chapter, who 
was adjudged best Defensive 
Player, was also named most 
Valuable Player. Fellow Sugbu 
chapter member, Dominic 
“Klein” baladya, was awarded 
most Improved Player. by Karl 
A.E.F. Cabilao, with report 
and photos from Antonio 
Decatoria, Jr.runners-up. liquid Tile-lapu lapu chapter

UAbc Davies cup champions.
Powerfloor-Cebu-Sugbu team 






