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As we enter the fourth quarter
of the Fiscal Year 2005-2006,

I am pleased to welcome you to
the third issue of UAP National
President’s column entitled
“Empowered Journey” which
will highlight the state of our

We are moving in the right direction
organization.

This is the second
time I’ve come before you to
report on the state of the
organization.

In the first issue of this
column, I provided an

inventory, an
assessment of where we
were while in the second
issue, I spent reviewing
the progress we had
made on our plan.

Today, I can
report to you that we
are ahead of our
schedule in achieving
most of our goals
based on our Ten Year
Long Range Plan

The state of UAP-IAPOA:
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The Post’s big cheese capitalizes on
entrepreneurship for this issue in line with this year’s
convention theme. Henry’s column and articles will feature
our fellow members who have tried and succeeded into
venturing in other businesses, related to our profession
or not. The “Chief” is also currently venturing into different
enterprises and hopes to share an inspiring story someday.

From healthcare planning and church building,
here comes Architect M16 target shooting.  She will also
present the 5 newly inducted UAP Fellows and a sample
of their works at Visions.  Also featuring an architect in

Mariel Angela Z. Aquino, uap
Associate Editor / Kalayaan 100 Chapter

the academe arena for our “In Focus” Section. Mariel is a traveling architect, not
just around the Philippines but also “Around the UAP” .. keeping us every
Filipino architect updated on what’s the latest.
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Corresponding Editor/ Sugbu Chapter

Carlo Fundador B. Marudo, uap
Art Editor / Quezon City Chapter

Mark M. Morales, uap
Sports & Features Section Editor / Rizal Taytay Chapter

 Grace C. Edralin, uap
News Section Editor / Quezon City Chapter

Editorial Board FY 2005-2006

Mark, on this issue of The Post, briefly took time-out
from his daily work-grind to reflect on fond memories and pay
tribute to an old mentor while trying to find clarity in the basic
essence of the word “archi-preneur”. Also, please do checkout
his take on the daily life struggles of a young Pinoy Architect in
the comic strip “Poster-_Boi”.

In two years as a licensed architect, Karl
has already been immersed in a number of UAP
tasks. He is presently his chapter’s auditor (and
the still “reluctant” incoming chapter VP for
Programs), member of Task Force R.A. 9266 and
UAP Post corresponding editor. Here, this architect/writer, who will be
turning a year older when the NatCon starts, again helps whip up hors
d’oeuvres for “Around the UAP” and tackles on professional ethics in his
column

Grace updates us on the upcoming 32nd UAP
Convention in April and  on the 1st ARCASIA Research
Forum in July. An environmentalist by heart, she also gives
an overview to enjoin us in the UAP’s “Sagip Manila Bay
Project” and relates how the UAP Quezon City Chapter
celebrated Ecology Month.

Wet look? Carlo desperately needs a break from
the scorching hot climate, why not-considering that he
lives  in the “Resort Capital of  the Philippines”-Pansol,
Laguna. Non-sense  isn’t it? Well this guy doesn’t have
any article in  this issue, but, maybe you guys would
appreciate the publication’s layout instead, just...adapt+evolve = enjoy
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EDITORIAL

HHHHHistoryistoryistoryistoryistory, , , , , SSSSSidelights and the idelights and the idelights and the idelights and the idelights and the OOOOOrganizationrganizationrganizationrganizationrganization
Henry Steve R. Olonan, uap

By-lined articles and the opinions expressed herein are those of the authors and
do not necessarily represent the official policies of the United Architects of the
Philippines. UAP Post is published every 3 months.

The UAP Post reserves the right to accept,
revise, or deny, any articles submitted for publication.

Written contributions for publication
must be typewritten and double
spaced. Articles may be submitted in
hard copy or sent via email. Any photos
or graphics forming in part of the article
must contain the necessary caption.

When will we ever stop defending
ourselves?
 
We started out with the big countries-
 Spaniards, Japanese, and Americans
who all tried to conquer our beloved
Philippines. We produced a huge
number of heroes from these
revolutionary wars and we all raved
how these brave men and women of
our history fought for our country’s
honor. Eventually we were defending
ourselves from a fellow Filipino- we
have witnessed our country pass
through the traumatic era of Martial
Law and how we all struggled so hard
to get our democracy back. We were
praised by the whole world, and
inspired others as the Philippines
became the first country to start a

non-violent revolution led solely
by People Power. In the end, we
became our own enemies.
 
Is the Filipino still worth fighting for?
We have watched so many rallies this
year that they don’t even make an
impact anymore. We watch all these
protests on TV almost every week
and ask ourselves when this
nightmare will ever end. Joining a
rally is no longer a brave act of
selflessness. These days, rally is now
synonymous to TRAFFIC and
HOLIDAY. Passing by Edsa no longer
gives me goose bumps whenever I
recall that glorious moment when we
showed the whole world how a
unified nation and prayers can
change absolutely anything.
 I am bothered how some
people in our government don’t even
think twice about taking sides,
sacrificing what they once believed in, just

One does not have to
become a government

official to initiate
change. You don’t have
to be in a position to
make things better.

The Archi-preneur

Defend, see page 34

Ever since I was a student, I have
always been told that the profession
of Architecture in our country always
goes along with the state of the
economy. If the economy is in its
peak, architects are almost found
everywhere, from project sites to
different restaurants entertaining
clients and even doing research work
in bookstores. But when the economy
hits rock bottom, architects are
nowhere to be found, often going
abroad to look for different job
opportunities or worse, being at home
and joining the population  of the
unemployed. Indeed, our profession
is very unpredictable.

At present, even if the
economy becomes good or bad, it is
still difficult to land a project because
of the very stiff competition. At
present, the number of architects has
reached the 20,000 mark. To be
realistic, let’s say 12,000 are currently
practicing the profession, minus our
departed colleagues and those who
have given up the practice of
architecture. Every year, almost 500
new architects are added in the list

because of their entry through the
board exams. We are a third world
country and most of our citizens are
living below poverty line. These
people don’t need our services
because they usually rely on non-
professionals and even carpenters to
build their own shelter. The saddest
part of all is that, it is common
knowledge that majority of us are not
getting the right percentage when
getting our fees from our clients.
Where does the young Architect go
from here?

To live in our country, one
must learn how to survive. Going
abroad and looking for a job will
always and forever be an option
among us Filipinos.  Then again, of
course, not all will be given the
opportunity to work in another
country. It’s so easy to plan big
dreams of making it abroad, and yet
most of us find it so hard to fulfill this
ambition.

This is where being an
Architect – Entrepreneur in our present

Ambition,see page 34
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The 32nd UAP National Convention
with the theme “ The Rise of the
Archi-Preneur”, is a three-day

event to be held on April 27-29, 2006
for all duly registered architects
happening at the World Trade Center in
Manila.

The Archi-Preneur as the image
promoted in this convention is the
Architect who embraces
entrepreneurship, the professional who
believes that his success lies within his
control, one who is a risk-taker, a
creative problem-solver, a realistic
optimist, self-disciplined, an innovator,
and one with the never-give-up winning
attitude. The Archi-preneur is the
designer, the academician, the
administrator, the builder, the planner,
the CAD operator, the project manager,
the developer.

To seriously rethink our
architectural profession as a business,
the following topics will be discussed:
Reinventing the Workplace:
Managing the Business (True
Paradigm Shifting: Rethinking the Way
You Run the Biz), The World According
to You: Improving Your Image

“The Rise of the Archi-preneur”
(Marketing Yourself and
Your Company) and
Expanding Your Creative
Field of Vision (Diversifying,
Succeeding in Allied Fields/
Trades. Our speakers to
enrich our entrepreneurial
minds are composed of
Enrique O. Olonan, fuap,
Gilbert C. Yu, fuap, Abelardo M.
Tolentino, Jr., uap, KC Leong, Ramon
G. Orlina, uap and Prosperidad C.
Luis, fuap.

Conex 2006, the UAP
convention exhibit, will be
simultaneously held at the
World Trade Center to update
us with the latest trends in
technology, materials and
methodologies beneficial to
our profession.

Prior to the
a r c h i t e c t s ’
c o n v e n t i o n
scheduled on April 4-
6, 2006 from 8am-
10pm is the 10th

UAP Student
A u x i l i a r y

Congress which will be attended by
architecture students from different
colleges nationwide.

Ka Kuen Chua, the convention
director, along with the members of the

organizing committee (ORCOM)
from different chapters

nationwide meet every
Thursdays at the UAP
Headquarters to ensure

the success of the
convention.

32nd UAP National Convention:  (adapt+evovle = succeed)

Sagip Manila Bay: Udyok ng Arkitektong Pilipino, a special
project during the 32nd UAP National Convention enjoins everyone to

participate in a coastal clean-up activity on Saturday, April 29, 2006 from
7:00am to 10:00am at Baywalk, Roxas Boulevard in Manila. The event will be
graced by the UAP National Board of Directors, Chapter Officers, member
architects and friends. The proceeds for this event will be donated to Bantay
Kalikasan as an environmental advocacy of UAP.

Program of Activities:
Assembly of UAP National Officers, UAP Natcon Orcom, Delegates, and Students
Clean-up
Invocation
National Anthem
Welcome Remarks by Ka Kuen Chua (Convention Director)
Acknowledgements of Sponsors and Guests
Blowing of Horn as Sailing Boats start Bay Clean-up by Edric Marco Florentino
(UAP National President)
Inspirational Messages by Mayor Atienza and Bantay Kalikasan
Releasing of Turtles and Fishes
Offering of Flower Garlands
Entertainment Number
Closing Remarks by Celso Nieves (UAP Chairman, Committee on Ecology and
Environment)
Releasing of Doves

The SMB program manager is Ka Kuen T. Chua and the Master of Ceremony is
Maricel L. Arce-Ignacio

 “Sagip Manila Bay”
The Metropolitan Museum of Manila and the
Holy Name University of Bohol invite all
architects, urban planners, architecture and
design students, and heritage enthusiasts to
the International Conference on Heritage
Houses and Vernacular Architecture on May 16
and 17, 2006 in Tagbilaran City, Bohol.  Avail of
the opportunity to expand your knowledge of
the country’s diverse domestic architectural
heritage.

Gain more awareness of available programs,
laws and measures, and technical methods to
protect heritage houses. Establish linkages
with other institutions and individuals who work
in this important field.

Registration fee for the conference is One
Thousand Two Hundred Pesos (P1,200.00/U$
24.00), inclusive of meals, kits, and site visits
and on-site lectures at selected heritage
houses in Bohol. Interested individuals should
accomplish the registration form as attached
and send it to archiconf@yahoo.com.

For more inquiries, please get in touch with
Melonie Jallorina or May Cruz from the Community
Programs Department of the Metropolitan
Museum of Manila at (02) 521-1517 and 523-
0613 (telefax), or email at info@metmuseum.ph/
archiconf@yahoo.com.

International Conference
on Heritage Houses and

Vernacular
Architecture: Bohol,

Philippines

news
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The Empowered Journey
Arch. Edric Marco C. Florentino, fuap

National President

UAP Post Staff

and the Plans and Programs we have
set during our Corporate Planning.
We are indeed moving in the right
direction.

In Day 1, we worked hard for
unswerving monitoring on the
implementation of the Architecture
Law, we even published the
Handbook on RA 9266, duly
copyrighted by the Philippine
government and the second edition is
set to be released during the 32nd

National Convention.
Since we believe that we

architects have an academic
background, direct training,
competence and expertise to prepare
architectural documents, we hired
distinguished corporate legal counsel
to defend the architecture profession,
and filed a motion for leave to intervene
and answer the intervention in civil
cases filed by civil engineers for both
Quezon City and Manila Regional Trial
Courts.

We have coordinated with
LGUs for the implementation of RA
9266 and signed Memorandum of
Agreement with various local
government partners. For the record,
more than 40 provinces, municipalities
and cities have already issued
circulars, executive orders and
approved local legislative resolutions
mandating their respective local
authorities to implement the spirit and
letter of our RA 9266.

Our members in good standing

We have improved the
publication of Keeping You Posted
(published monthly) and enhanced
the design of the UAP Post.

We launched the APEC

must aim for those heights and keep
them in sight as we continue to chart
the future of UAP-IAPOA for the
remaining one quarter and even
beyond.

At those heights, UAP-
IAPOA will continue to serve as a
vanguard of the Architecture
Profession in the country. We will
continue to empower Filipino
Architects in meeting challenges. We
will continue to serve as a catalyst of
dynamism and unity among Filipino

Because building a compelling, lasting and inclusive vision
takes time, patience, persistence, determination and

leadership. UAP-IAPOA vision is not about a slogan, or a
catchphrase. Vision is insight, knowledge, and wisdom

shared for the benefit of all. It means working together. And,
if there is one thing that our three quarters has shown, it is

that together we achieved great accomplishments because we
worked together.

Architect Register – Philippine
Section to facilitate the mobility of
qualified persons abroad.

UAP was nominated to the
Philippine National Volunteer Service
Coordinating Agency’s Search for
Outstanding Volunteers 2005.

We have successfully held the
4th UAP Golf Cup at Eagle Ridge Golf
and Country Club and turned over
almost P2 Million to Task Force UAP

architects under the letter and spirit of
our Republic Act 9266. We will
continue to promote the highest
ethical conduct, discipline,
responsibility and values beneficial to
our clients and the built environs in
the delivery of our professional
mandate. Yes…we will continue to
provide every Filipino architect a
foundation for the continual learning
that enriches life.

increased to more than 300%.
We have enjoined almost

ninety (90) UAP provincial member
architects across the country to lead
the implementation of administration
plans and programs.

We have successfully
completed the proposed amendments
of UAP Articles of Incorporation.

We have adopted a new
logbook and dry seal approved by the
Professional Regulation Commission.

HQ for the completion of
the Building.

We amended the

UAP Documents, and approved some
of them, including the UAP Election
Manual.

We improved the operation of
our UAP National office and the
delivery of services to our members.

We have these achievements
and many more so far, but still, we

And while
there are still work  at
the UAP-IAPOA to be
done, we must
develop ways to
accomplish those
results reflected in our
Long Range Plan. Our
members must be
richer, deeper, more

fulfilled and more productive
professional architects than they would
have been had they never crossed the
threshold of this professional
organization. We must unleash our
imaginations. We must think about the
unthinkable. We must harness the
power of dreams. We must do this in
effective, efficient and creative ways.

from page 01



6

news
We  have not yet discovered – but we
will, for the quarter and beyond.

Together, we will still trace
the rough road; we will plot the path
to the heights of greatness. We will
begin the journey that does not end in
our list of accomplishments and
achievements for the last 3 quarters.

we have made and we will make
collectively. We will band together to
find comfort and strength as we face
the ambiguity of a future that lies
before us, just as we will act in unison
as we celebrate all of our victories,
both small and large.
And perhaps most important of all, we

every member of the UAP that our
collective action will determine our
future. Your continued commitment to
UAP-IAPOA is imperative if we are to
flourish in this last quarter or even in
the next more quarters. If we
individually or collectively make up
our minds, if we believe in our
collective future and work together to
make UAP a better place for our
professional, licensed and registered
architects and for each and every
member of our community, definitely,
we will succeed.

The journey will be difficult
and challenging but it is one worth
following to enable this UAP-IAPOA to
meet the challenges confronting the
Filipino architects. To do any less would
be to ignore our past excellence and our
continued commitment to all those we
serve. I look forward to working with
each and every one of you in the last
quarter of the Fiscal Year 2005-2006, and
hopefully for the next quarters to come!
              Until the next journey!
(Note: You may refer to our Keeping You
Posted-April 2006 Issue for the detailed
accomplishments we have achieved for the
last three quarters.)

Achieving excellence is about more than just the
triumph, it’s about the journey itself. We must all
realize not just where we are going, but also where we
came from.

Yes, we will honor the past, but we
will understand the present, and we
will continue to chart the next quarter.

Because building a
compelling, lasting and inclusive
vision takes time, patience, persistence,
determination and leadership. UAP-
IAPOA vision is not about a slogan, or
a catchphrase. Vision is insight,
knowledge, and wisdom shared for the
benefit of all. It means working
together. And, if there is one thing that
our three quarters have shown, it is
that together we achieved great
accomplishments because we worked
together.

If there is one thing I have learned
as President that I can leave with you, it
is this: When we work together, we can
accomplish great things. When we join
forces, set aside personal differences, and
commit ourselves to a common goal of
empowerment, we have great power and
momentum. It takes leadership - yours
and mine.

I say “we” because this is,
and has always been, about a journey

will be mindful that achieving excellence
is about more than just accomplishing
the things we set out to do. It’s about
more than just taking stock of initiatives
we’ve launched, documents we’ve
published or programs we’ve put in
place. And it’s even about more than our
own places in the histories of this great
UAP-IAPOA.

Achieving excellence is about
more than just the triumph, it’s about the
journey itself. We must all realize not just
where we are going,
but also where we
came from. We must
pause, remember
and thank all of the
people who helped
or motivated us to
make each little step.
It is only by doing
so that we can
truly understand
and appreciate the
value of excellence.

In closing,
I want to remind
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Professional courses such as
architecture can benefit from very

strong academe and industry links. It is
imperative therefore for professional
organizations to provide venues for
upgrading architectural practice through
constant search for and dissemination
of new knowledge. It is upon this
principle that the ARCASIA Research
Forum is anchored.
On July 20-21, 2006, The ARCASIA
Research Center will hold its 1st

ARCASIA Research Forum at the
National Institute for Science and
Mathematics Education Development
(NISMED), University of the Philippines
in Diliman, Quezon City.
The conference will present papers that
cover any field of architectural practice,
which covers a wide spectrum of
activities. The recent times opened new
avenues for new forms of applying
architectural theories. The image of the
architect has evolved from the traditional

following fields: scientific research,
education, information technology,
visual communication, construction,
public governance, building
administration, property development
and planning among many others.
Mainstream practice is in the design
range, where most
architects are in. It is
in this range where a
different form of
knowledge generation
takes place.
Documented design
projects highlighting
new concepts and use
of technology will also
be presented.
Objectives: The
conference aims to provide a venue for
architectural researchers and
practitioners in Asia to communicate
with one another, to share and examine
issues of common interest. It aims to
encourage research as a tool in
understanding and enhancing the
different Asian cultures as expressed
in architecture. It also aims to promote
a greater understanding of Asian
architecture and to encourage
collaboration, networking and the

development of shared resources
among the members of ARCASIA.
Call for Papers: Following a blind peer
review, papers were accepted for
presentation in the conference last
January 15, 2006. For the authors with
accepted abstracts, they can ask for

assistance on the
submission by
contacting the Forum
Secretariat (United
Architects of the
P h i l i p p i n e s
Headquarters at 53
Scout Rallos St.
Diliman, Quezon City
with tel. no. 632-
4126364, 632-
4126374 and fax. no.

6 3 2 - 3 7 2 1 7 9 6 ,
uapnational@yahoo.com).
Publication: ARCASIA aims to publish the
conference papers in order to establish
a knowledge base in Asian architecture.
The papers will be printed as
proceedings before the said event for
distribution at the conference. Selected
papers will be published in a research
journal.

space and building
designer to one who
can do work in the

Registration: Full paying delegates
would be entitled to the all conference
sessions, daily lunches, daily tea
break sessions, welcome reception,
gala dinner banquet, conference kits
and proceedings.
The standard rates are categorized
as follows:
External Profession/Academic
US$ 250.00
External Student  US$ 150.00
Accompanying Spouse
US$ 200.00
Local Professional/Academic
PhP5,000.00

Tentative Forum Program
Day 01 July 20 2006
8:30-9:00 Registration
9:00-10:00 Formal Addresses
10:00-10:30 Tea Break
10:30-12:30 Keynote Address
12:30-13:30 Lunch

13:30-15:30 Session 1
15:30-16:00 Coffee Break
16:00-18:00 Session 2

Day 02 July 21, 2006
9:00-10:00 Keynote Address
10:00-12:00 Session 3
12:00-13:00 Lunch
13:00-15:00 Session 4
15:00-15:30 Coffee Break
17:30-18:00 Conclusion & Closing
19:00-21:00 Conference Dinner

The Organizing Committee:
Gloria B. Teodoro, Forum Over-all
Chairperson
Leah P. Dela Rosa, Forum Deputy Chair
Prosperidad C. Luis, Forum Convenor,
University of the Philippines
Grace C. Ramos, Deputy Forum
Convenor, University of the Philippines
Rene Luis S. Mata, Deputy Forum
Convenor, University of the Philippines

Emilio U. Ozaeta, Deputy Forum
Convenor, University of the Philippines
Abelardo E. Firmeza, Forum
Coordinator, ARCHCARE
Jonathan Manalad, Forum Coordinator,
United Architects of the Philippines
Susan G. Petilla, Forum Coordinator,
United Architects of the Philippines

Country Coordinators:
Albab Ahmed, (IAB)
Punit Sethi, (IIA)
Chun Gyu Shin, (KIRA)
See Kim Piow (PAM)
Shakeel A. Qureshi (IAP)
Dr. Rohinton Emmanuel, (SLIA)

Conference Sponsors:
University of the Philippines College of
Architecture
Council of Architectural Researchers
and Educators (ARCHCARE)
United Architects of the Philippines

news
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The flame of vigilance was rekindled
when the architects of UAP’s Area-C
gathered at the Olympic Hall of
Baseline Restaurant last February 17,
2006 for its area assembly.

The 7-hour affair,  which
started at 2:00 in the afternoon, was
another enlightening encounter as
some architects revealed their inner
thirst about what R.A. 9266 is all
about.  “I had to attend today’s
assembly because I am really clueless
about our new law”, confesses one
architect while chatting with her
colleagues before the start of the
forum.

Taking turns in carrying the
torch of awareness were the four
distinguished speakers:  UAP NP Edric
Marco Florentino, Project Director of
Task Force R.A. 9266 Emmanuel
Cuntapay, Chairperson of Taskforce
Watchdog Rozanno Rosal and Deputy
Director of Task Force R.A. 9266 for
Central and Eastern Visayas Jose Mari
Cañizares.  Of course, rendering their

representatives from chapters like
Bohol, Dumaguete and West Leyte
among others.

During the gathering, the
Handbook on R.A. 9266 was
introduced.  Arch’t. Cañizares was
quick to distribute a few of the copies
to his Task Force members who
were at hand.

A lively open forum followed

Twenty-five year old Emmanuel
Jesus Avila, erstwhile Chapter
Vice President for Operations and

nephew of the incumbent Area-C Vice
President Bing Avila, was unanimously
selected as the new captain of the UAP-
Sugbu Chapter during its GMM
(sponsored by H-Chem Industries) last
February 18, 2006 at Golden Cowrie
Native Restaurant in Lahug, Cebu City.

Noel, as he is fondly called, has
already exuded promise in leading the
chapter by being an active officer
during his UAP-SA days in the
University of San Carlos and his two-
year stint as the Sugbu VP.  This July,
he takes over the reins from the equally
young, very bubbly and hardworking
chapter president for two years, Arch’t
Rose Marie Ibañez.  Of course, as ex-
officio, Arch’t. Ibañez promised to give

her ful l-support to the new
administration.

The rest of the new chapter
officers are:  Grace Ann Culpa (VP-
Operat ions), Karl  Ar ies Emerson
Cabi lao (VP-Programs),  Hanna
Espinosa (Secretary), Crisbeni Artajo
(Treasurer), Jasper Larida (Auditor)
and Karen Kristie Cabilao, Easter
Colette Gloria, Francisco Noel and
Buck Richnold Sia (Directors).

Another highlight for that night’s
GMM was the informative talk on
“Estimating and Project Management” by
guest speaker Arch’t. Michael Bartulin.
Arch’t. Bartulin underscored the
importance of proper estimating and
project management in the practice of
architecture and introduced methods of
doing project estimates faster.  By Karl
Emerson Aries F. Cabilao, uap and photos
by Arch. Rose Marie G. Ibañez, uap

Changing of the Guards
Cebu’s youngest chapter elects its youngest chapter president to date.

support are UAP NEVP
Medeliano Roldan Jr.,
Area-C VP Benjamin
Avila and District C-1
Director Fe Aurora
Achas.

Although most of
the attendees were
from the four UAP
chapters in Cebu, it
was also grat i fy ing to have

after the architects
had a hearty
dinner and a telling
p r o d u c t
presentat ion by
one of the event
sponsors.  By  Karl
Aries Emerson F.
Cabilao, uap and
photos by  Jose

The UAP Area C Assembly

UAP-Rizal-Taytay Chapter - UAP Rizal-East Chapter - UAP
RajaHumabon Chapter-UAP Sugbu Chapter-UAP Area C

Mari A. Cañizares, fuap)
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On March 03 to 05, 2006, Mindanao
Architects once again gathered for the Area
D Assembly. This time, the venue of the
event is at the beautiful island of Camiguin.

On Day 0, March 03, 2006, the host
chapter, Cagayan de Oro Chapter, met with
the delegates of UAP Gold CDO at Limketkai
Center, Cagayan de Oro City. Later,
delegates from Zamboanga and
Zamboanga Chavacano Chapters, who
travelled 12 hours, came. A few minutes
after National President Dinky Florentino,
who was accompanied by District D-3
Director Jemma Sarol-Semaña from the
airport, arrived at the assembly point. After
taking their breakfast, the group traveled
approximately 90 minutes to the Benoni
Port, Misamis Oriental. While at the port,
delegates from the Socksargen, Butuan and
Surigao Chapters came, and the
group took the ferry trip to
t h e

Camiguin Island. The group
unpacked their things at the Paras Beach
Resort, the venue of the Assembly. Not too
long, delegates from Iligan, Pagadian,
Ozamis, Mt. Apo, Davao, Dabaw
Kadayawan and Cotabato Chapters arrived
safely to the venue.

By 3 p.m., the Area D architects took
their first tour of the Island. The first stop
is at the foot of Mt. Hibok Hibok, where the
delegates visited the PHIVOCS station
monitoring the Volcano.

From Hibok-Hibok, the delegates
headed its way to one of the Island’s
beautiful spots, the Katibawasan falls.
While at Katibawasan, the architects cannot
resist but to take a photo and souvenir of
the wonderful scenery.
After Katibawasan, the group went to

E n i g m a t a ,
formerly known
as the Tarzan’s
Nest. It is a
venue for the
artists in the
r e g i o n
showcasing
their works.
The place is
also known
for the tree house, where
visitors can stay in a bar or can even
stay overnight.

As the night is about to begin,
the delegates went to Mambajao, the
capital municipality of Camiguin, and
bought some “pasalubong”. The delegates,
then, went back to the venue. During the
dinner, the host Cagayan de Oro Chapter
invited the Provincial Tourism Officer, Mr.

Melvin Peñaloza, who
talked about the History of
Camiguin and its beautiful tourist spots.
While others enjoyed the rest of the night,
the Chapter Presidents of the Area
attended the Chapter President’s Assembly
presided by the very active Vice President
for Area D, Michael Ang. It was the last
activity of the day.

On March 04, 2006, the
chapters were gathered for the Area D
Assembly proper. At 9:00 a.m., the event
started with the Opening Ceremony.
Camiguin Provincial Governor, Hon. Pedro
Romualdo, was the Honorary Guest. The
good governor stated the importance of
the architect in community development.
For his part, National President Dinky
Florentino reported the accomplishments
and updated the delegates on the
upcoming programs of UAP. Series of
seminars were conducted after the
ceremony. Arch’t. Florentino also talked
about the latest developments on the
issue concerning R.A. 9266. During lunch
time, James Hardie, Jea Steel, and Davies
Paints conducted their Technical Product
Presentation. After lunch, Secretary
General Gil Evasco discussed the roles
and responsibilities of the chapter
officers; while Area D VP Michael Ang
talked about Team Building, and D1
Deputy Director Marlo Basco made some
suggestions on sourcing of funds for the
chapter. The seminar was followed by
the giving of plaque of recognition to the

outstanding chapters of Area D.
After the assembly, the delegates

had another tour. The first stop is another
foot of an old volcano, which is now the site

for the station of the cross, where devotees
flocked during the Holy Week. The second
one is at the Sunken cemetery, and the old
church ruins. Both were destroyed during
the eruption of the volcano long time ago.

From the ruins, the delegates
headed to the Bora Spring, known for its
Soda water, and the Sto. Niño Cold Spring.
The architects took pictures of these sites.
The last stop is the Ardent Cold Spring,
where the delegates spent their fellowship
night. Instead of the dancing and singing
with bands, the Area D fellowship was
simple and quiet. Delegates took a dip of
the hot spring after the long day activity.

For Day 03, March 05, 2006, the
Area D Assembly ended with the trip to
the White Island of Camiguin. The said place
is usually featured in magazines and
television. Architects again took time in
swimming and taking pictures.

Once again, the assembly turned
out to be a fruitful and fun-filled one. As
the host chapter, we were deeply grateful
to the commitment of the suppliers, who
supported the activity, especially to the
major sponsor Charter Chemicals (Davies
Paints).

This event will not be possible
without the support of the national
officers especially to our National
President, the unselfish effort of the
organiz ing committee,  and
participation of the Area D architects.

Sunken Cemetery By Ray Felix R. Salva, uap
cagayan de oro chapter
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UAP  Quezon City Chapter - UAP Kalayaan 100 Chapter -
UAP Cebu Chapter - UAP District B-5

UAP-Quezon City Chapter:

“Green concerns”

news

The United Architects of the
Philippines (UAP)-Kalayaan 100
Chapter held its election of

officers for fiscal year 2006-2007 last
February 23 at Don Henrico’s Timog,
Quezon City. Two-term president Arch.
Vito Gian Carlo D. Doria, will be
succeeded by Arch. Felicisimo A. Tejuco,
Jr. Doria is the son of the founding father
of Kalayaan 100 Chapter, Arch. Angel E.
Doria, being the past national executive
vice president while Tejuco was former
Chapter director for archives and
documentation.
      Katherine F. Lagaya is re-elected
Vice President for Programs and

UUUUUAPAPAPAPAP-KALA-KALA-KALA-KALA-KALAYYYYYAAN  AAN  AAN  AAN  AAN  100
ELECTIONSELECTIONSELECTIONSELECTIONSELECTIONS

Associate Editor, will be Vice
President for Operations. Other
officers include Allan James M.
Reyes (secretary), Techie Rose
O. Espiritu (treasurer), and
Arvin James P. Mendoza
(auditor). On the other hand,
chapter directors include
former secretary Florian Lei

and students will cover heritage
conservation, feng shui, and career options
in the field of architecture. As part of their
outreach project, part of the proceeds of
the activity will be donated to an orphanage
in time for the Yuletide season. The Chapter
also plans to extend their services in the
housing construction of Gawad Kalinga.  By
Arch. Felicisimo A. Tejuco, Jr., uap

Cunanan, Isaac Victor Bautista, and
Shelby Lim. The officers will be officially
inducted in June in time for the Chapter’s
Second year anniversary.
      For the coming fiscal year, plans of the
incoming Executive Committee will include
a series of symposia to be held in different
architecture schools within the University
Belt. Topics intended for both professionals

Development while Mariel
Angela Z. Aquino, UAP Post

Last March 23, 2006, during the UAP
Quezon City Chapter’s 7th General
Membership Meeting at the

ground floor of Quezon City Hall Lobby,
everybody was required to wear green
in support of the Ecology Month. Talks
for the evening centered on the care
for our environment. Ms. Espelita
Reyes, an interior design graduate and
a member of the Mother Earth
Foundation, gave a talk on “Solid Waste
and Environmental Problems Today and
Salient Features of RA 9003 (Ecological
Solid Waste Management Act of
2000)”. Ms. Reyes mentioned the
current state of our Phil ippine
environment and some practical tips on
how to manage our own household
wastes. The second speaker — Ms.
Luisa Daya Garcia who is both an
interior designer and architect and a

member of UAP

Green Architecture Movement,
discussed a “Model of a
Sustainable House”..
According to her, a self-
sufficient house should have
these principles applied:
indoor air quality, resource
recycling, renewable energy,
blend with the environment,
adopting local architecture, local
climate & local culture, appropriate

technology, and self-sustaning.
The Chapter also

plans to expose its
members to appreciate

nature in an ecological tour
at La Mesa Dam for the

month of April. The La Mesa
Dam is an earth dam located
in Novaliches, Quezon City
first erected in 1929. The

watershed has an area of 27

Arch. Felicisimo A. Tejuco, Jr. (President), Arch. Kat F. Lagaya
(VP-Programs and Development) and Mariel Angela Z.
Aquino (VP-Operations) during their 1st Coordination (Pre-
Execom Meeting).

square
kilometers,
wh i ch
receives
a n
a v e r a g e
a n n u a l
rainfal l  of
2 , 0 0 0
millimeters.
By Grace C.
Edralin
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30 Years of being UAP’s First

The province of Cebu is the cradle
of some of the country’s oldest
and firsts. It is the home of the oldest street in the

country, the historic Colon Street. The first resistance
against foreign invaders took place on the shores of Mactan
Island, just a few meters off the mainland Cebu. And yes,
Cebu is the home of the first UAP Chapter, UAP-CEBU.

UAP-Cebu Chapter was chartered last January 20, 1975.
In its 30 years of being one of the most active and go-
getting chapters, it has produced some of the most
influential leaders and respected fellows of the organization.
In fact, most of the current leaders of the UAP in the Visayas
hail from Cebu chapter: Vice President for Area-C Benjamin
Avila, District Director for C-1 Aurora Achas and Deputy
Director of Task Force R.A. 9266 Jose Mari Cañizares.
The chapter celebrated its 30th Charter Day at the pristine
Cebu Beach Club in Mactan.

New Officers. The chapter may be the “oldest” in
the UAP but its officers and its membership are getting
younger. During their elections last February, UAP-Cebu
chose Arch’t. Sarah Abadia as its President for FY 2006-
2007, which starts in June. Also elected were Architects
Archimedes Oracion (VP Operations), Frante Nugas (VP
Programs), Carol Fuentes (Secretary), Ritchie Roy
Roncesvalles (Treasurer), Marsha Amparo Prescas
(Auditor) and Sherry Loel Carcedo, Christianne Marie Bohol,
Robert John Chiu, Emmanuel Cuizon and IPP Kim Carmel
Mojares (Directors) By Karl Aries Emerson F. Cabilao, uap
with report from Frante Nugas, uap.

These words were just one of the
funny lines of Arch. Jean I.
Cornejo during her visit to

Legazpi City for the Consultative
Meeting with Task Force RA 9266 at
the conference hall of the College of
Architecture and Fine Arts of Aquinas
University at Rawis, Legazpi City last
November 16, 2005.

Arch. Jean I. Cornejo, vice
president for Area B delivered her opening
remarks with many jokes to break the
monotony of the meeting which was held
at 2:00 in the afternoon. The meeting,
dubbed as “Judicial Intervention and
Conveyance: The final catalyst in the
implementation of RA 9266, Bicol
Experience” was one of the most
important events held in Legazpi City.  Its
main objective was to disseminate and
update the Bicolano Architects of the
implementation of the controversial
Architects Law. This activity was born out
from an informal meeting with the District
Director (DD) of B5, Arch’t. Leo A. del
Rosario last October during the National
Conference of Architects at General
Santos City. Since she knew that the Bicol
architects were seriously interested, she
started a mindset that civil engineers
should not be treated as antagonists and
enemies but rather be friendly to them

being allied professionals. Otherwise, she
is really “SLEEPING WITH THE ENEMY”
having a loving husband who is a civil
engineer.

A record breaking attendance
was noted during the affair. There were
a total of 80 members from different
local chapters of District B5. Arch’t.
Ramon T. Bacani, deputy Chair of Task
Force RA 9266 of Batangas Chapter was
the Resource Speaker. He shared his
experiences on how the law was fully
implemented at their area. He also gave
the updates of the case filed by PICE.
Likewise, all ears were given to NP
Arch’t. Dinky Florentino when he tackled
the building code controversy. He also
discussed some urgent issues and
concerns besetting the architectural
profession especially the IRR of the
Building Code which had been challenged
by building contractors together with the
Philippine Institute of Civil Engineers. As
expected many queries were made
during the affair. Arch’t. Rommel Alanis
from Camarines Chapter was appointed
as deputy chair for Task Force 9266 by
NP Florentino. Meanwhile, DD Leo A. del
Rosario were so thankful to the district

“ I am sleeping with the Enemy”.

for sharing their valuable time in
attending the said meeting.

The activity ended with a
fellowship at the Sanctuario Videoke
Hall at Casa Blanca Hotel, Legazpi City.
By: ARCHLEDROS

30 Years of being UAP’s First
UAP CEBU CHAPTER’S CHARTER  ANNIVERSARY
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UAP-Raja Humabon Chapter-UAP-Lapu-Lapu Chapter-
UAP-Silangan Chapter- UAP-Rizal-Taytay Chapter - UAP Rizal-East
Chapter - UAP Graduate Auxiliary

UAPGA 1st National
Conference

Seemed like February 18 was a
night of UAP elections down in the
Queen City of the South.

UAP-Rajah Humabon
Chapter gathered at their regular
meeting place, the Sacred Heart
Center, for their General
Membership Meeting.  Of course, the
selection of chapter leaders for the
coming fiscal year (FY 2006-2007
which kicks off in June) was the
evening’s highlight.

Current Chapter President,
Arch’t. Dennis Bernardo, retained his
post as the “Head Humabon”.
Completing the roster are architects
Gloria Anino (VP-Operations),
Clemente Guanzon (VP-Programs),
Leonida De Vera (Secretary),
Janette Go (Treasurer), June
Bayaton (Auditor) and Winston Go,
Duane Dale Anino, Julius Cabachete,
Carlos Pio Zafra and Maxell Migallos
(Directors).

Five days later, Arch’t.
Lawrence Edward Young was re-
elected as president of the UAP-
Lapu Lapu Chapter at their GMM,
which was held at the spanking
new Hai Phong Restaurant at
Crossroads, Banilad Cebu City.  He
will be serving his 3rd term this
June.  Also chosen were architects
Christopher Dy (VP-External),
Jensen Racho (VP-Internal), Haidi
Fajardo (Secretary), Philip Lim
(Treasurer) and Yvette Dougiles,
Alan Choachoy, Bert Miñoza and
Loth Pura (Directors).  By Karl
Aries Emerson F. Cabilao,uap with
reports from  Dennis Bernardo,uap
and  Laurd Young,uap)

UAP-Rajah
Humabon, Lapu
Lapu Chapters
Elect Officers

Shown here is a scheme/perspective of one of  the designs of fences within
the boundaries of Caloocan City and adjacent cities and municipalities. This is
in compliance to the memorandum of agreement made between Caloocan
City government and the UAP Silangan chapter signed by Mayor Enrico Echiverri,
Arch’t. Barney Gomez, District Director for A-3 and UAP Silangan Chapter
president Alfred Carandang and Cecil Gamana. The project will be designed
by UAP Silangan Chapter, funded by the  Caloocan local government, and to
be constructed by MMDA. 

UAP Silangan Chapter-Caloocan Local
Government-MMDA team up for Fencing Project

The United Architects f the Philippines
Graduate Auxiliary with its aim to
assist architecture graduates around

the country, will be having their 1st UAPGA
National Conference this May 2,3 & 5, 2006
at the University of Santo Tomas, College
of Architecture Auditorium, Espana, Manila.

This 3 day conference is
composed of Seminars namely, Design
Related Seminar for Board Examination
and Architecture Licensure Examination
Seminar conducted by the Board of
Architecture thru the initiative efforts of
the UAP Professional Development
Commission.

The conference was organized
to help the incoming examinees of
Architecture Licensure Exam for June
2006. Headed by UAPGA National
President Mark Jorell Patricio, the
National Board aims to target around
300 graduates to attend the conference.

For inquiries and details of the
conference, they may reach UAPGA
through a call or text at 09159853145
or call UAP Secretariat at 412-3311 look
for Ms. Raquel Orenia.

“Training Ground of Future
Filipino Architects”
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The Rizal-Taytay and Rizal-East Chapters were recently invited
to team up and attend the first of many orientation

meetings for the design of the proposed TESDA Training
Center in Taytay Rizal.  The meeting was held last March
06,2006 at the Governor’s Conference Room, Rizal Provincial
Capitol, Pasig City.

The proposed center is to be located in a 2,000 square
meter lot at the back of the Proposed New Taytay Municipal
Building, designed also by UAP Rizal-Taytay.  The TESDA
Center’s design is to be integrated with the aesthetic
character of the proposed municipal building, with lots of
large open spaces to accommodate machine workshops and
automotive painting classes.

A mezzanine level is to be provided for offices as
well as other utilities and parking areas.  It was suggested
that the project be done in a phase-by-phase method
according to budget availability so that the foundation may
already be designed to support a two-storey structure.

The provincial government of Rizal is headed by Cong.
Michael John R. Duavit (1st District of Rizal) and Gov. Casimiro
M. Ynares, Jr. (Rizal), together with the mayor of Taytay,
Hon. George Ricardo R. Gacula.  Representatives were also
in full force to provide vital information and support for this
worthwhile undertaking.

The Rizal East Chapter was aptly represented by its
president – Florencio V. Pascual and members Conrad B.
Casinsinan, uap (DPWH RFDEO) and Deo L. Medina, uap
(Provincial Admin. Office).

Rizal-Taytay on the other hand was headed by its
Chapter President – Servillano G. Cruz, Jr., uap and joined by
Juanito A. Vinta, uap (VP for Operations), Elnore P. Teruel,
uap (Treasurer), Sheila A. Francisco (Secretary) and directors
– Edgardo I. Mallari and Mark Mateo Morales.  Always present
to show support and wisdom are Chapter Councilors/Ex-Officio
– Mila I. Martinez, fuap, Larry Salangsang, uap and DEO –
Jose T. Felix.

The meeting started 9:45 a.m. where everyone was
acknowledged and introduced to each other by Cong. Duavit.

The honorable congressman then showed the vision of this
project (TESDA Training Center), which has a budget of P5M
per year in 4 to 5 years, as one of the priority projects of our
president, Her Excellency Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.

Hon. Duavit then proceeded to define the specific
roles of the various agencies involved.  URS – TESDA is to
work closely together in maximizing resources in the form of
capital investments with their independent curriculums.  They
are to define also the space and physical requirements as
well as future expansion programs needed by the architects
(UAP – RTC and Rizal East) together with engineers (DPWH),
which shall then be integrated in the design.

Edgardo L. Mallari, uap and Conrad B. Casinsinan, uap
were then commissioned by Mayor Joric Gacula to make a
conceptual presentation of the said project the soonest time
possible for the upcoming Presidential Visit of Her Excellency
for the Ground Breaking Ceremonies of the said project.

Source funding, technical expertise and administrative
support are to be given from the Capitol and Congress.  The
Municipality of Taytay is to submit the donation/expropriation
of the site technical data and research.  The following items
were also identified: number of industrial locators within Taytay
and its nature (carpentry, garments and textile and
automotive), OCW statistics, basic utilities update and
identification of prospective instructors preferably with life-long
experience (retirees) who are willing to help through
volunteerism (allowances only).  Also all units must identify
sources of grants relevant to the curriculum.  The curriculum
must include:  Technical English (OFW’s), Basic Accounting
and Basics of Banking and Finance, Basic Taxation, Creating a
Business Plan, Working with Government Seminar, Permits/
Licenses, Individual Work, Group Work and Final Project.

The meeting ended with everyone having their
specific roles to play in a very important project enhancing
the future of the youth of Taytay, Rizal.  Kudos to Rizal-East
and Rizal-Taytay!  By Sheila A. Francisco

Last December 09, 2005 from 1:00 – 5:00 p.m., the Rizal-
Taytay Chapter, together with Davies Paints sponsored

an Ecology Solid Waste Seminar at the 3rd Floor of the
Taytay Emergency Hospital, located in the towns’ poblacion.
The guest speakers were: Mrs. Juanita N. Abaquin,
President of ZWRMPF Inc., who tackled the Solid Waste
Management Act No. 9003 and Mr. Metodio A. Palaypay
M.D., Commissioner of Solid Waste Management
Commission who tackled the implementation of Republic
Act No. 9003.

The seminar was attended by the mayor of Taytay,
Hon. Joric Gacula.  Joining him are members of the
Sangguniang Bayan, the League of Barangay Chairman and
the Barangay Councils.  All in all, this one-day affair was a
huge success.

With new members joining and an administration that
promises no less than active participation, expect more from
the revitalized Rizal-Taytay Chapter.  By  Mark Mateo Morales

UAP AND THE ECOLOGY:  RIZAL-TAYTAY CHAPTER
HOLDS SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT SEMINAR

UNITY AND A SENSE OF PURPOSE:
Rizal-Taytay and Rizal-East collaborates to design new Tesda Training Center
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Arch’t. Antonio A. Turalba, fuap
By Arch. Henry Steve R. Olonan, uap

features

Arch’t. Antonio A. Turalba is
known as one of the pioneer
Architects who ventured into real
estate development. Currently, he is
Chairman of the Board of all his
companies among them, the Active
Group Inc., Active Realty and
Development Corporation and Mt.
Malarayat Golf and Country club,
Inc.

Like any other contemporary
Architect in his time, Arch't. Turalba,
or simply Tony to his close associates,
joined the UAP in the mid-70’s
because of the merging of the three
existing Architectural organization
namely the Association of Philippine
Government Architects (AGPA),
League of Philippine Architects (LPA)
and Philippine Institute of Architects
(PIA), hence, the formation of our
beloved organization. Meeting
colleagues and exchanging ideas with
them were the reasons that made
him an active member in his prime.
“You will miss a lot of things if you
didn’t join the UAP such as meeting
your fellow Architects and meeting
suppliers which you could later on use
in your future projects”, shared Arch't.
Turalba.

STARTING AS AN ARCHITECT-
ENTREPRENEUR

During his time, Architects
are perceived as designers only.
There are certain limits on what an
Architect can do because of certain
laws. As a young Architect, he
started doing projects for family and
friends. However, there are times
when the Architect is given a bad
impression. This is when the
Architect gives an estimate to a
client and the budget goes beyond
what the original cost is given. This
pushed Arch't. Turalba to venture
into design-build services and
eventually property development.
“Success depends on the individual.
The person must have a passion to
make his dreams happen”, answers
Arch't. Turalba when asked how he
succeeded in putting up his real
estate empire. Adds Arch't. Turalba,
“Among other advice that I can give,
every budding Architect-

talking to, and have fair dealings to
sustain many projects ahead. Love
what you are doing and have faith in
yourself”. Arch't Turalba counts having
a positive attitude an integral part in
problem solving if such situation
arises. When it comes, one must
attack it, analyze and counter it with
solutions.

Arch't. Turalba considers the
profession a hobby and every
Architect must somehow have
alternative businesses to support their
family and to have a comfortable life.

He sees that the Architect can venture
into any enterprise because of our
training. He says that we must be
guided by the principles we learned
such as analyze, plan and solve the
concerns of the client. He advises that
if one is to venture into certain
businesses, one must know oneself,
his/her limitation and be confident to
accomplish the vision one wants to
achieve.

MEMORABLE MOMENTS
A memorable event in Arch't.

Turalba’s service in the UAP was when
he became the Convention Director of
the 12th National Convention, the
theme being “Accelerating the Housing
Activities in the Philippines: An
Alternative”. It was the year where the
country toppled a 20 year regime and
the UAP was quite skeptical in holding
its annual meet because of the
rebuilding process happening at that
time. Being the Convention Director,
Arch't. Turalba steered the convention
to greater heights as it became a big

success. “The convention was very
successful we even had extra
income which the UAP used to buy
shares at the Architectural Center.
We never thought the convention
could earn that much”, tells Arch.
Turalba on that very profitable
yearly meet.

ON THE UAP NATIONAL
PRESIDENCY

 When asked if he ever
wished to become UAP National
President, he simply said, “I guess

it’s the other way around, it’s the
position that seeks the person. The
job is the one looking for the
person and not the person seeking
for the job. Being National
President is very hard. You accept

Looking back:
Positions held in the UAP

Convention Director, 12th National
Convention, 1986 - during the
incumbency of National President
Cesar V. Canchela
National Treasurer, 1986 – during
the incumbency of National
President Cesar V. Canchela
National Vice President for
Operations, 1987 – during the
incumbency of National President
Froilan L. Hong

entrepreneur must have
integrity so the clients may
trust him/her, honest to be
credible to the people he/she is

Pillars,see page 34
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PPPPPosted Glimpseosted Glimpseosted Glimpseosted Glimpseosted Glimpse
Gil C. Evasco,uap

Personal Convictions

Ideas & InspirationsIdeas & InspirationsIdeas & InspirationsIdeas & InspirationsIdeas & Inspirations
Mark Mateo Morales, uap

“Archi-preneurship:
To reminisce, to decide, to look forward

I remember back in college when one
of my professors in UST, Archt.
Felizberto Calma (may his soul rest in
peace), at the middle of his engrossing
lecture, briefly reminisced on how much
the profession has changed since he
started his own career in back in 1962.

He told our class on that lazy
afternoon how much he missed the
“good ‘ol days” when the architect before
was more of an artist rather than
anything else, concentrating only on
design (construction was left to
contractors); and was primarily intent
on designing for the beauty, originality
and functionality of the house or building
one was creating for his client.

Nowadays, as Prof. Calma saw
it, architecture in our country has
become more of a business than an art;
where today’s cutthroat competition has
made every project a standoff between
who can design the fastest, the
cheapest, oftentimes with “construct
now – pay later” schemes and with utter

disregard on the importance of
originality of the design itself. “Carbon
Copy” and “Borloloy” designs as he aptly
put it.

I can’t help but remember
those of my professor’s words, especially
now that we are once again convening
in Manila to celebrate our UAP’s 32nd

National Convention ironically themed
“Rise of the Archi-preneur”.

individuals that makes me believe that
our profession’s water glass is not half-
empty but rather half-ful l. True,
economics play a vital role on the
financial bullishness of clients to
commission architects to create avant-
garde creations or ordinarily common
design solutions. But I still believe that
lack of funds is no excuse to make
insignificant designs and creations;
rather, this predicament of financial
immobility should only stir our
imaginations to its innovative limits.

I may be right, I may be wrong. I
too know that I might also become jaded
once “reality” sets in a few years from
now and bites me square in the neck.
But this same reality compels me to think
and feel that to for us architects to survive,

features

Forward,see page 34

“...we should start moving forward with
a positive, creative attitude and a

willingness to adapt and evolve on our
designs and our practice, regardless of

the situation ahead.”

Was my
professor right on
his rather gloomy
observation on our
profession’s current
state? Probably. But
I would like to think
that, like everything
else in this world, it
is just a classic
case of looking at a glass of water and
deciding whether it’s half-empty or half-
full.

Blame it on one’s youth, on the
inherent idealism present in all young

we must all start assessing our present
state and learn from our mistakes. More
importantly, we should start moving

In the nine months that I have worked
in the ‘nerve center’ of UAP I came to
learn that such a moment is just too

short to achieve great things but good
enough to recognize the lasting ones. The
tremendous potential of today’s young
leaders in many local chapters. I believe,
should be harnessed in many ways. Their
chance to rule the halls of UAP is only a
matter of time. The hope, however , is
for these future leaders to be ‘able to
leave everything in UAP a little better than
they found it’. Added to this is the other
bounty UAP has at present its relatively
deep bench of time tested advisers.
Senior colleagues’ contributions in terms
of timeless wisdom and experience
remain vital to the organization. UAP
needs them as it discovers new frontiers
to create new milestone. Theirs is a
strength that serves as a cornerstone to
a trade of learning many today may take
for granted.

A Trade of  working with the UAP
community can help you realize many
things, such things that are beyond my
ability to define their true meanings.
Some grains of value I have gathered
over this period found their way to my
limited memory today:

PERSONAL CONVICTIONS 1
- Be willing to lose a battle in order to
  win  the war
- Make the best of bad situations
- Don’t major in minor things

- Get people smarter than you
- Remember that winners do what
  losers don’t want to do
- Know the difference between
  delegating and assigning work
- Plan your work and work your plan

PERSONAL CONVICTIONS 2
- Learn to disagree without being
  disagreeable
- Become an expert in time management
- Strive for excellence, not perfection
- Commit yourself to constant self-
  improvement
- Don’t spread yourself too thinly, Learn
  to say no politely and quickly
- Praise in public but criticize in private
- Learn to listen. Opportunity sometimes
  knock very softly

PERSONAL CONVICTIONS 3
- Live within your means
- Do not hesitate to give. You can never
   give too much if you’re giving willingly
- Never underestimate the power of
  forgiveness
- Seek the good in people
- Don’t postpone joy
- Forget your age. Live your life to the
  fullest
- Make it a habit to do nice things for
  people who’ll never find out

“...I came to learn that
such a moment is just too

short to achieve great
things but good enough to

recognize the lasting
ones.”
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Academe

Featuring Personalities behind the different Specialized Allied Services of Architecture

An Interview with Arch’t Chona H. Elvas-Ponce, uap
Architect in the Academe

By Arch’t Mariel Angela Z. Aquino, uap

features

How long have you been in the
academe?
11 years.

What is your main purpose why
you are still serving in the
academe arena?

I’m not the type of person who
would get bored on a job easily.  If I
already know one area, I would try to
learn other things.  Teaching gives me
that.  I don’t turn down the opportunity
of teaching different subjects.  Even
with one particular subject, which I
taught for several semesters, I would
still try to research on the subject matter.
Every semester is a challenge for me.

How do you manage your time
between the academe and your
private profession?

I just schedule my meetings,

What would you say is you your
most unforgettable experience,
in the academe?

I see each student as a
challenge.  How you can make an
impact in his/her life is the most
important thing.  There was a bully in
a class, rowdy and restless.  One night,
he went to our house and just talked.
I listened.  Next day, he joined his
class in a recollection.  He said that
the evening before he went to talk to
me, he was already contemplating on
committing suicide.  But when he left
our house, he felt different – he went
home with peace in his heart.  After
that incident, whenever the class
would become unruly, he would be my

An architect and an educator at the same time is one of
the most exciting and challenging profession in our field.
You learn and at the same time you share what you

have learned.  Not just being a designer and a builder but a
person who is capable of educing or calling forth those inner
potentials each learner possesses.

Architect Chona H. Elvas Ponce graduated BS
Architecture at the University of Santo Tomas in 1980.  She
worked in different architectural firms and put up her own
business during her 3rd pregnancy.  On the other side, Arch't.
Ponce enjoyed singing as a “back up singer” for Gary
Valenciano, Martin Nievera, Pops Fernandez, Regine Velasquez,
Ray Ann Fuentes, even After Image band, among others.  She
entered the academe in1994, taught at Far Eastern University
for a year before she was appointed the College Secretary.

After finishing one term as FEU’s College Secretary, she also
worked full time at Palafox Associates while teaching part time
at FEU and studying at the University of the Philippines, where
she finished her M.A. in Architecture Major in Community
Planning in 2000.  In 2001, she was a full time professor at
UST and part time in FEU and at the same time, she was also
a consultant at Palafox Associates.  After one semester, she
dropped Palafox Associates and FEU and concentrated on
teaching at UST where after two semesters, she was appointed
Asst. Dean even before she became a regular faculty member
(you must have taught for six semesters + handled 90 units).
On her 8th semester in UST, she then became the Acting Dean
up to now, after Dean Concio’s term ended in September 2004.
She is currently taking her Ph.D. in Education, Major in
Curriculum Studies at the University of the Philippines.

students or give make up classes to
compensate for my absence.

How is teaching different from
architectural practice in terms of
self-fulfillment?

With teaching, I get a chance to
mold the students into better
professionals.  Whenever I see and hear
about my students’ accomplishments, it’s
as if it’s my accomplishment too.  In fact,
I enjoy attending the oath-taking exercises
of PRC and see my former students.  I
can’t express the feeling – “parang ako
ang nanay nila”.  For both teaching and
private practice, it’s always the outcome
that I am concerned of.  With the process
that both had undergone, its always
fulfilling when others would praise or
express satisfaction on the projects or the
graduates of the school, especially those
I have handled.  But most of all, I am elated

when my former
students come back
to me, and say
“Thank you!”  With
my projects, I feel
good when my client
would say “Bahala
ka na, you know
what’s best.”

Arch’t Ponce
with students in
Batad, Banawe
(Left), Arch’t
Ponce
representing UST
College of
Architecture as
one of the Top 5
schools in
Architecture
(Above)

I get a chance to mold the students into better professionals.
Whenever I see and hear about my students’
accomplishments, it’s as if it’s my accomplishment too.
In fact, I enjoy attending the oath-taking exercises of PRC

presentations or site visits outside of
my teaching hours.  Besides, I don’t
take more than I can handle.  I
sometimes pass on the projects to
other colleagues.  My priority actually
is the academe.  There are instances
though that meetings or presentations
could not be rescheduled and conflicts
with school, I give assignments to my

and see my former students.  I can’t express
the feeling – “parang ako ang nanay nila”.

In Focus,see page 23
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VVVVVenustas, Utilitas, Fenustas, Utilitas, Fenustas, Utilitas, Fenustas, Utilitas, Fenustas, Utilitas, Firmitasirmitasirmitasirmitasirmitas
 Diogenes A. Barredo, fuap

Continued from last issue....
features

Election time characterizes every
professional organization’s national
convention.  It is the time to retain the
doers and replace the idlers.  In Rotary
Clubs, the ethos is: “The position seeks
the man and not the man seeking the
position.” However, in some regimented
organizations run by “the ruling elites”,
the “clique selection” prevails.

On the other hand, the changing
corporate world has embraced this norm
for personnel selection: “Hire for
attitude.”  For indeed, skills can be taught
and competence can be developed but

“It is better to deserve honors and not have them than to have them
and not deserved them.”

      - Mark Twain

“It is better to be hated for what you are than loved for
what you are not.”

                     - Andre Gide

Election time

attitude is something else.  “Elect for
Attitude” could be our guide in ensuring
that the elected officers would steer the
UAP in the right direction.

Attitude is deep-seated in the
persons’ behavior, feelings, and thoughts
and are manifested in their positive or
negative actions.  Positive actions are
constructive, cooperative, industrious,
and progressive.  Negative attitude is
almost always counter-productive.

Will ingness and capacity to
serve should be the prime
considerations to look for in the

wannabes.  When a person says: “I
am always willing to serve but I do
not have the luxury of time and the
resources,” that wi l l ing person
suggestively is incapacitated.

Serving UAP is a voluntary self-
imposed discipline.  It requires
commitment, dedication, and energy
driven by passionate inner compulsion
devoid of ulterior motives for self-
aggrandizement.

My dear fellow architects, pick
the candidates with the right attitude
which can be mirrored through their
actions.   Leadership is action not
position.  Good leaders were once
good fo l lowers.   Great
accomplishments are the result of
teamwork,  cooperat ion,  proper
motivation, and innate desire to
serve.

“By annihilating desires you
annihilate the mind.  Every man without
passions has within him no principle of
action, nor motive to act.”
- Claude Adrien Helvetius (1715-1771)

“The man who believes he can do it is
probably right, and so is the man who
believes he can’t.”
- Dr. Lawrence J. Peter

Special Situations in Highest and
Best Use Analysis

Due to the Principle of Change,
special considerations are required to
address these uses:

a.  Single Uses
b.  Interim Uses
c.  Legally Non-Conforming Uses
d.  Uses that Are Not Highest and Best
     Uses
e.  Multiple Uses
f.  Special Purpose Uses
g.  Speculative Uses, and
h.  Excess Land

a.Single Uses
Highest and Best Uses of land or

sites as though vacant and property as
improved tend to generally consistent
with, and similar to, surrounding uses
(Confucius Law).

Examples:
- Residential House in an industrial
   neighborhood
- Market Demand for a single townhouse

Continued From Last Issue

   or a high-rise condo project
in a small    community

value of their
sites.

may not be feasible for    two or
more similar projects.
- A museum may be inappropriate in a
  highly developed commercial area.
- Single-family residence sandwiched by
  high-rise office condominiums.

b. Interim Uses
Oftentimes a property’s highest

and best use may change in the
foreseeable future.  Supply and demand
dictate market trends.  The use to which
a site or improved property is put until
it is ready for its future and best use is
called an interim use.  Thus interim uses
are current highest and best uses that
are likely to change is a relatively short
period of time, 5 to 7 years.

Farm lots, parking lots, old
buildings, and temporary structures may
be interim uses.  Mining and quarrying
are interim uses until their depletion of
resources.  Interim uses are short-term
highest and best uses.  They may or
may not contribute in maximizing the

Foreclosed properties vacant
or improved but idled may
sought interim uses while awaiting for right
moment to dispose them at a premium.

Example on Interim Use:
Because of the current really

slump, 1 2,500 sq.m. vacant prime
commercial corner lot in Salcedo
Village, Makati City met no takers for
the past 5 years (1998-2003).
Anticipating another 5 years for the
economy and realty to fully recover, the
owner contemplates an interim highest
and best use for the site.  Options are
for a Disco Join or as a Parking Lot.
Assuming the owner is a private person,
which use is appropriate for the
moment?  On the other hand, if was a
Bank’s foreclosed property which use
is most likely the Bank would accept?
To be Continued on next issue....
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Ecologically YEcologically YEcologically YEcologically YEcologically Yoursoursoursoursours
Celso C. Nieves, fuap

features

Metro Manila, like other urban
centers, is experiencing the
effect of rapid urbanization. The

constant increase of population itself is
an indication of urbanization.  Prime
agricultural lands are converted into
other uses, and more  buildings are
rising, new factories being put up, new
roads constructed, and the number of
vehicles, increasing each year.  A lot of
opportunities are being created resulting
in the development of residential
subdivisions and the building of posh
commercial complexes.

The development thrust was
focused on the enhancement of the
physical structures without regards for the
accompanying destruction of the natural
surroundings.  All of these developments

However, due to lack of maintenance
know-how, trees planted withered and
died.  No follow-ups on plant maintenance
were done or replanting of new trees.

Then, there was the  Luntiang
Kamaynilaan  Program (LKP) in 1988 which
aimed to plant  trees on center islands of
all main thoroughfares.  An offshoot of
LKP was the Harding Bayan which is
planting of fruit trees on all school
premises.  The objective of LKP was to
be able to plant trees on a ratio of l tree
for every four citizens. For Metro
Manilans’s population of 8 millions, at least
2 million trees have to be planted.  The
latest LKP inventory of Department of
Environment and National Resources
(DENR) initiated planting reports of more
than 500,000 mature trees  It also

planting sites are chosen in consideration
to their value and character that enhance
positive atmosphere

Garbage-Free-Zone is also an
MMDA institutionalized project on
selected zones of areas which can be a
showcase of clean surrounding, lush
landscaped areas where garbage are
disposed properly.  Complementary   zone
development is the strengthening of this
project in schools so that  the students
may bring home the concept of a
garbage-free zone to their committees.

MMDA is lucky enough that there
are (NGOs)  in this greening of Metro
Manila; some even involved in short
term projects.  However, the aesthetics
of an entire region is a positive indicator
of progress.  MMDA’s program of
greening Metro Manila is going ahead.
(Referemce: MMDA Documents)

resulted in the lack of breathing spaces
for the fast growing   population.  The
ratio of green areas became smaller and
smaller in relation to the development.
This situation called for programs geared
towards the preservation of open spaces
and the greening of Metro Manila.

There have been quite a  number
of programs and laws formulated and
implemented to improve Metro Manila’s
deteriorating condition.  There was a zoning
ordinance which allocates a 3-meter buffer
zones for planting trees in industrial areas
to help reduce air pollution.   For all other
zoning classes, there is a corresponding
required open space.  However, due to the
scarcity and high  cost of land in the
metropolis, owners opted to maximize their
properties by converting areas intended for
buffer zones to other uses.

Apprehensions of violators cannot
be achieved since the implementation
of the zoning ordinance depends on the
local police forces; and they are not
sufficient to implement all laws and
ordinances assigned them.

There was the Green Revolution
of the former Fist Lady Imelda Marcos.
The Green Revolution encourages
people to plant fruit trees and
vegetables on idle land.  This, however,
is for idle land and backyards only..
There was no follow-up on plant
maintenance after putting the planting
process, which eventually led to the
demise of the trees and other plants.

Government offices were also
involved in various tree-planting projects.

along riverbanks and easements.
In this project, the plants thrived

because the first 6-month maintenance
of plants were contracted to a landscape
companies.   It also ma tried   to convert
the easements of major tributaries into
linear parks.  However, the high cost of
the project proved to be its major
constraint .  Another drawback is the
conversion of river easements into roads,
squatter  colonies and other developments.

During President Fidel V. Ramos’
time, Metro Manila Clean and Green
Program was launched.  The program
involved the massive planting of trees
and to replace those that have withered.
It aimed to add aesthetics to major
thoroughfares  through soft landscaping.

In this program, non-government
organizations (NGO) are involved in the
various aspects, such as donation of
planting stock, actual planting and
maintenance and monitoring of plant
condition.  The metro aides were also
trained to maintain, prune and trim trees
and to cultivate the planting areas.

Initially, the Clean and Green
Program has achieved the planting on
major thoroughfares and special sites,
and before the end of the 20th century,
less than a half a million trees were
planted in Metro Manila.  MMDA is aware
of the need for available stocks of
required tree species. In this connection,
other government agencies such as The
Dept. of  Tourism, DENR, and others
joined in the implementation of the
program.  Urban upgraded areas for

(For the last 12 years, UAP, through
its committees and chapters, and with
the coordination of NCR-DENR, has
planted  sustainable number of trees in
Metro Manila’s subdivision and town
parks, school grounds, road islands,
forests and mini-forests. It also conducted
several symposiums and seminars, some
with actual demonstrations, about zero
and solid waste management, especially
conducted for barangay officials and
subdivision homeowners.  These are
aside from other projects outside Metro
Manila.)

f o r m u l a t e d
guidelines on
planting, specifically

The development thrust
was focused on the
enhancement of the
physical structures

without regards for the
accompanying

destruction of the natural
surroundings.  All of

these developments
resulted in the lack of

breathing spaces for the
fast growing
population.
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“I like the new magazine format.
Just check next time for typographical
errors and correct pictures, just like

what happened to the dry seal design
diameter.”

–Dennis Bernardo,uap
(President, Rajah Humabon

Chapter)

“ The new format has more class
now.  The way I look at it, even the

cover including the contents… it is
very consistent.  The quality of the

UAP Post has greatly transformed into
something that is very reflective of

what the architects office aspire for.  It
is very informative and you can see

the touch of a well-managed
magazine of the UAP.  You can see

that time has really spent on it and we
should congratulate the people behind

it.  This time we could say … yan, sa
mga arkitekto yan…”

- -Robert Sac, UAP Past
Pational President

 “The Cover, Content and Layout are excellent!   What
more could you ask for with the New UAP Post?  The
publication’s recent features, is not only daring and
adventurous, it is also uncomplicated for readers
including non-architects.  The Post, even if it is printed
on a regular paper would most likely be read!  Aside
from being chock-a-block with news and updates, there

“Great! colorful title with cityscape outline.  The new format
makes it more interesting.  The “Material Updates” section

makes it very informative.  Way to go!”
– Benjamin Avila,fuap (Vice President for Area-C /

Cebu Chapter)

“Although I find the “UAP Post” letters on the cover sometimes
compete with the logo and the title “Arch.” sometimes get

misinterpreted as “Archbishop”, the new and colored magazine
is definitely better than the old black and white.  The article (on
the 2nd issue) entitled “Are you an Active UAP Member?” was a

very timely read for all of us.”

“The UAP Post has more variety now.  It has a nice balance of news, events and
features.  It is better-organized and printed on good quality paper.  I just hope
the succeeding issues would reach the members from outside Manila on time
and that focus (on producing an interesting and dynamic Post) will remain
whoever is the national president.”
 – Eldred Caesar Tan,uap (Charter President <1991-1994>, Sugbu
Chapter)

“Nice! It has improved a
lot.”

–  Lawrence Edward
Young, uap

(President, Lapu-
Lapu Chapter)

“It’s OK with me.  The
editorial staff is doing a

good job!”
–  Oscar Te,uap

(District C-2 Director
/ Marikudo Chapter)

 -Jose Mari Cañizares,fuap
(Deputy Director of Task Force

R.A. 9266 for Central and
Eastern Visayas / Cebu

Chapter)

Our new UAP post is great. It
improves a lot. The contents and

layouts are perfectly done. I know that
the people behind this are brilliant. It

should be maintained by the
succeeding administration.

– JuanitoA. Vinta, uap (President,
Rizal-Taytay Chapter F.Y.2006-07)

“Wow! Very Dynamic! Ang husay, ang galing!”
–  Gloria Teodorio,fuap (Executive Director, UAP Comm.

on Education)

Webster’s Universal Dictionary and Thesaurus
page 42:
   archt = architect, while
   arch = archbishop, archipelago, archery et.al
–  Benjamin Avila,fuap (Vice President for
Area C)

arch4 = abbr architect;
architectural; architecture

–  Webster’s Desk
Dictionary page 27,
under Arab,arctic.

are remarkable sections such as the travelogue and feature articles. Kudos to
the new staff and keep up the excellent work! “
-Vito Gian Carlo D. Doria,uap (President, Kalayaan 100 Chapter)

Congratulations to the UAP Post for its
new and dynamic look and relevant

content. I look forward to your future
issues. More power to the editorial

board!
– Michael Tomeldan,fuap (Editor-

in-chief, Philippine Architects
Journal)
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Note: In line with our convention’s theme, “The Rise of the Archi-Preneur”, the UAP Post is featuring two architects who have
fearlessly ventured into businesses not related to our profession. This issue also features one of the pioneer architects who
ventured into the real estate industry (see “Pillars of the UAP” column).

By:  Henry Steve R. Olonan, uap

Our job as an architect has always
been considered one of the
toughest professions around

because of the demand of time and
effort. However, times have changed
and the word “multi-tasking” has
become a common term in any kind of
industry. If one does not practice the
essence of our profession which is
design, an Architect may be

involved in its

allied services such as construction,
project management, landscape
practice, and even be part of the
academe.

On the other hand, Architects
may also get involved in other
businesses which are not related to the
profession. Regardless of whether the
involvement is due to a hobby or
alternative livelihood, we are trained to
adapt in any type of enterprise. We
were thought to be innovative

so our edifices may rise above the rest.
We were trained to analyze and
understand the wants of our clients so
we may deliver to them in reality the
ideas in their minds.

Let’s take a peak into the
businesses our two colleagues ventured
on. We hope to inspire other Architects
through what they have shared. We must
realize that our livelihood does not start
and end on t-squares and drawing boards.

1. What is the nature
of your business?

I have a Pet shop
business; it’s called Fish of
Mine, a Hobbyist Alternative
Pet store which sells almost
all kinds of pets including
food and all accessories. My

Arch’t. RICHARD
GARCIA

Name of Business:
Fish of Mine

Nature of Business:
Pet Shop

pet store specialization is into fish keeping. I have almost
hundreds of variety of local and imported fishes, from common
to hard to find fishes. I also sell some exotic pets. I also offer
design and setup residential fishponds as part of the landscape.

2. What made you decide that it was time to put up
another business aside from being an architect?

Actually, it is more on a hobby at the very start. When I
was a kid, I always like animals from fish, dogs, cats, birds, snakes
turtles, name it, I have it. I have so much passion into pet keeping.

Fish of Mine, see page 23

“...don’t be overshadowed by your fear  and  you
should have believe in yourselves. Definitely they
say, in every business you’ll encounter a lot of
difficulties and problems, but if you believe in
your ability and capability and have passion to
succeed, then you can make things happen.”

I even enrolled to seminars and short courses who teach about
proper fish care and fish breeding.  Because of my love for the
hobby, I soon decided to put up and convert my hobby into a
business.  Also, Architecture became stressful to me and the only

1. What is the nature of your business? 
Bakery and General Merchandise is the nature of my

family business.

2. What made you decide that it was time to put up
another business aside from being an architect? 

After my four (4) years experience in the design and
construction services, which started right after I passed the
architecture board exam on January 1998, me and my wife
Ghie decided to put up another business “MONA’S BAKESHOP”,
due to the unstoppable deflation on the country’s economy which
weaken the demand of the construction business, and our
profession as well.  This is also due to the growing needs of
our three (3) beautiful children who are God’s gifts to us. 

3. What were the risks involved when you were
starting the business? 

One major risk in starting this kind of business is the
initial capitalization.  Once you have started it, you cannot
back out.  You must be very careful in studying the location

Arch’t. NOEL CUEVAS
Name of Business: Mona’s Bakeshop
Nature of Business: Bakeshop and General Merchandise

Mona’s, see page 23
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outlet would be turning into this hobby as one of my stress busters.

3. What were the risks involved when you were
starting the business?

A lot of risks like your investment, time and commitment.
At the start I don’t know which would you prioritize, the
architecture practice or this pet business. When I started this
business , it was doing good then the boom of pet store come
early year 2000, you could practically see the pet shops
mushroomed at every vicinity,  so competition became harder.
It’s good that I established my pet store earlier. Most of the
stores opened during that time have already closed  by now.

4. How many years have you been into this particular
venture? What year did you establish the business?

It’s been almost 7 years. I established the business
sometime October1999.

5. What are the ups and downs of this business?
When competition is high, that’s the down side of the

business. Profit margin is small but when I see a lot of satisfied
customers that’s a personal fulfillment. They come back to
my shop from time to time to consult and talk about their pet
and sharing the same interest. We had a lot of regular clients
from Class A to Class D. Eventually they became my friends.
Being a hobbyist has its own perks but seeing that your hobby
can do for other people really is the fulfilling part of it.

6. Any special skills/education we have to learn to
cope up in this business?

Probably more of love for the hobby. I think it’s more of a
hobby than a business. Experience in the hobby would be a plus
factor. I have been into this since I was a kid; I rather buy fishes
or keep pets than watching cartoons or buying a toy. I attended
several seminars and formal training, visited fish farms and read
a lot of pet books to get information. Even to the point of observing
existing local and overseas pet store on how to operate the
business is a plus. Currently, there is a lot of information available
on internet. My shop is also an affiliate of some Fish and Pet clubs
so I have a chance to mingle, talk and ask feedbacks from my
fellow hobbyist and pet store owners.

7. What is the initial capitalization for this venture?
Would you believe I only started with P50, 000.00 capital? I

started with a small space in our apartment in V. Mapa, Sta. Mesa.
I used my old aquariums and cages so I could have saved and a
lower the initial capital requirement and also used my fish collections
for display. Then as time goes on, I just infuse more capital, improve
and increase my stocks and adjust the size of my shop. At present,
I have almost tripled the size of my shop from its original size.

Fish of Mine From page 22

where you plan to put up this business.  The Return of
Investments (ROI) is a big factor.

4. What are the ups and downs of this business?
One of the major ups and downs of this business is thefast
turn over of the employees.Full-time training and supervision
is required on newly hired applicants.  It’s hard, but one can
live with it.
     
5. Any special skills/education we have to learn to
cope up in this business? 
In terms of baking, yes, you are required to have a seminar. 

6. What is the initial capitalization for this venture? 
To date, the initial capitalization of this venture is P800, 000.00
inclusive of all the improvements, equipments, appliances,
store fronts, stocks, groceries, local
government permits and fees. 

Mona’s From page 22

sergeant-at-arms and would always assist
me in my class.

In private practice?
I had a client who wanted me to build

their 550 sq.m. house in Sta. Rosa Laguna.
He paid well, even paid me in advance, but
demanded so much.  He would call you
anytime of the day, even up to 10 times a
day.  In the end, after submitting the contract
documents, I told him, I’m up to here only.  I
would rather lose a client than lose a friend.

How would you inspire others in view
of your current dual profession?

Private practice keeps me up to date
with current trends in design and
construction.  It also provides me with the
additional things to teach my students.  My
further studies, helps me improve my
profession in the academe.  It’s hard to teach
what you don’t know.  This comes hand in
hand.  The academe though helps you mold
the future architects into better professionals.

In Focus from page 16

8. Your personal message to would be architect-
entrepreneurs?  

To all architects that who want to be come
entrepreneurs, my advice is that don’t be overshadowed by
your fear  and  you should have believe in yourselves. Definitely
they say, in every business you’ll encounter a lot of difficulties
and problems, but if you believe in your ability and capability
and have passion to succeed, then you can make things happen.

7. Your personal message to would be
architect-entrepreneurs?
My personal message to aspiring architect-entrepreneur is,
whether how small or large the scale of the business you are
planning to put up, the most important thing is always put it
up with your heart.  Being an entrepreneur is also a
profession.  Going abroad can be your last option, when you
can definitely invest here.       

If the current situation makes you feel
helpless, teaching gives you hope.
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C.H.B 4"
C.H.B 6"
WHITE SAND (16 CU.M.)
GRAVEL G-1 (16 CU.M.)
GRAVEL 3/4" (16 CU.B.)
CEMENT PORTLAND
COCO LUMBER (2 X 4 X 12)
COCO LUMBER (2 X 4 X 14)
PLYWOOD ORDINARY (4 X 8 X 1/4)
PLYWOOD MARINE (4 X 8 X 1/4)
PLYWOOD MARINE (1/2 X 8 X 8)
PLYWOOD FORM (3/8 X 4 X 8)
PLYWOOD ORDINARY (1/2 X 4 X 8)
PLYWOOD MARINE (3/4 X 4 X 8)
G.I. TIE WIRE # 16
G.I. TIE WIRE # 18
UTILITY BOX 2" X 4"
JUNCTION BOX (4" X 4")

PCS.
PCS.
CU.M.
CU.M.
CU.M.
PCS.
PCS.
PCS.
PCS.
PCS.
PCS.
PCS.
PCS.
PCS.

ROLLS
ROLLS
PCS.
PCS.

MATERIAL DESCRIPTION UNIT

2,000
2,000

80
80
80
500
200
200
200
200
100
100
100
100
10
10
300
300

MINIMUM QTY. PRICE

MATERIAL  COST UPDATES
AS OF APRIL 2006

6.70
7.90

1,281.33
1,300.0
1,700
167.40
11.90
11.90

277.50
323.75
630.0
400

473.0
915.0

1,335.0
1,690.0
12.60
13.40

PRICES WERE DERIVED FROM THE AVERAGE OF THREE (3) DIFFERENT HARDWARES.
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Karl Aries Emerson F. Cabilao,uap

Archi-Ethics
It was always a long journey every

Tuesday and Thursday. Flashback
to my college days at the University

of San Carlos, we had our Philosophy
36 class on General Ethics in one of
the rooms of its Arts and Sciences
Building, which is about a 10-minute
hike up the mountains from the
building where CAFA once held its nest.
Although we thought Philo 36 was just
another one of those “nuisance
subjects”, we always made it a point
not to skip that class.

As expected, our lectures dealt
with morality - the morally right and

included into the already full-to-the-brim
B.S. Architecture curriculum. Anyway,
that task involved writing an essay on
the ethical issues that concern our
profession. While I typed my piece on
the computer for submission the next
day, there was a tinge of paranoia. What
if I already got my license and
experience being at the losing end of
an unethical act? That definitely sent me
some jitters.

Back to the present, the hottest
news today here among architects here
in Cebu is about an architect’s winning
design competition entry being junked

side of the fence had to say). Since the
news broke out, I’ve been barraged by
text messages and inquiries from
acquaintances and colleagues of what
UAP’s plan of action was. But being a
hot one, I decided to wait for the
organization’s official stand. (By the way,
this has been forwarded already by Area-
C VP Bing Avila to the UAP ethics
committee and, as of press time,
awaiting the committee’s reply).

Such issue, some colleagues
here say, is a true test for R.A. 9266.
Most think it is a blatant desecration of
architecture and that architects must
take action ASAP. But many also believed
that there was a violation against our
Code of Ethics.
While we yearned for closure to this
issue, it is also a wake up call for all
of us. We may have already rooted the
mantra “May I Always Build” already
deep within us, but it is still very

We may have already rooted the mantra
“May I Always Build” already deep within

us, but it is still very important to “mind our
manners” in the midst of fierce squabbles

for projects.
by the provincial government in favor of
another architect’s design. Sorry, I could
not divulge more details about it since it
is a hard news item (yup, it involves a
lot of legal juices and as of press time,
I haven’t heard first hand what the other

the dastardly wrong.
Topics like abortion,
divorce and even
body piercing
(which our teacher
said was a form of
mutilation) were the
usual staples for
our debates. Lines
that separate what
is legally and
morally correct were drawn. For once,
we thought we had shifted to Law
school.

It was in one of our activities then
that I fully understood why what we
thought was a “nuisance subject” was

important to “mind
our manners” in the
midst of f ierce
squabbles for
projects.

Wel l ,  those
tedious hikes to our
Philo 36 class during
our co l lege days,
apart  f rom having
been a mode of

exercise, have made led us to be
more cognizant to the va lue of
profess ional  eth ics.  An eth ica l
professional always get the public’s
(and his colleagues’) admiration and
respect.
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from page 03Defend
to secure their place in Malacanang.I am
frustrated how some people can stand
pushing each other down just so they can
maintain their jet setting lifestyles and fat
bank accounts. We all know how painful it
is to subtract a huge amount of our salaries
to pay taxes and these people have the
gall to complain about the government.
Shouldn’t we be the ones complaining?
Whoever made politics so dirty?

I am not an Arroyo fan. Neither
do I fully understand how our current

economy is faring. I am not an economist,
but I do recognize improvements and even
small changes that, to an ordinary citizen
like ourselves, matter so much when we
are all working for a living. I can never
understand why some people still find
reasons to put the government down no
matter how rosy things turn out to be.
One step forward, a hundred steps
backward. When will we ever learn?

We must understand that no
president can make our country as
developed as our Asian neighbors in an
instant. No leader can make this country

whole again. Unless we stop thinking
about our own interests, no rally or protest
will ever become successful. A revolution
will only succeed if led by a selfless desire
to put our country first. One does not
have to become a government official to
initiate change. You don’t have to be in a
position to make things better.  Through
the choices we make everyday, we can
all make a difference. We must understand
that the change of a nation will stem from
a change of heart of every Filipino. Only
then will we realize that indeed, the Filipino
is still worth fighting for.

day makes sense. Although we have
been educated for five long years (to
some even longer) to use our minds
and logic to be able to interpret our
designs, we must also be creative in
looking for ways to carry on in the
toughest of times. Sure, we can always
bank on our allied services such as
construction, project management,
model making, landscaping and a lot
more. However, just as our profession
is getting tougher, we must find
alternative ways in searching for other
means of livelihood.

The present crop of Architects
must learn the art of multi-tasking. In
college, we were taught that we are
lawyers (because we interpret the
laws), psychologists (because we
interpret the ideas of the clients) and
accountants (because we try to fit the
right budget for the project) all rolled
into one. We can be more than that.
We can  immerse ourselves to other
industries not related in our
profession, but at the same time apply
the skills of our profession. We can be
innovative and original in our
concepts in order that our new
enterprise will stand out. We can
estimate efficiently that it can be close

to its realistic value to sustain our
finances so the business may last.
Moreover, we can interpret what are
the demands of our clients so we can
be flexible and serve them better.

Certainly, this young century we
are in right now will see the revelation

The present crop of Architects
must learn the art of multi-

tasking. In college, we were
taught that we are lawyers
(because we interpret the

laws), psychologists (because
we interpret the ideas of the

clients) and accountants
(because we try to fit the right

budget for the project) all
rolled into one

of new technologies, methods and
ways to live and maintain our
lifestyles. Given the many obstacles
and challenges that we will be facing
in the future, I am sure we Filipino
Architects will survive and stand out
in this dog eat dog world. We just have
to be strong, determined, and unfazed.
Hence, we shall all be witnesses to a
new breed of professionals: THE RISE
OF THE ARCHI-PRENEUR!

from page 03Ambition

forward with a positive, creative attitude
and a willingness to adapt and evolve on
our designs and our practice, regardless
of the situation ahead. And right now,
the situation calls for entrepreneurship.

We are in the age of globalization
and interconnectivity. May we all learn
to accept this concept, embrace it and
maximize it’s potential for the benefit of
our practice and our profession. Let us
all try to become vibrant examples of
adaptive fluidity and evolving excellence.
Today, May we remember that we are
all artists at heart but also entrepreneurs

from page 15Forward

a huge responsibility and share your
talent representing thousands of
Architects at no cost”.

LOOKING AHEAD
He sees that the world is

becoming smaller by the day because
of the evolving technology and advises
every Architect to be competitive. He
cites that the UAP will have a vital role
in molding the Architect to be at par
with other Architects around the world
in the coming years.

Arch't. Turalba’s advise to the
present crop of young Architects, “Go
beyond on what we can do and get out
of the box. Moreover, go beyond our
borders. Yes, we can design but we can
also be involved with other things such
as design and build, and property
development. It has been proven by
other Architects that it can be done”. He
concludes, “Above all, every Architect
must maintain his or her integrity in
every project that he or she makes”.

Indeed, the service of Arch't.
Turalba to the UAP and the profession
is invaluable and will never be
forgotten. There is no doubt, that he
is truly one of the Pillars of the UAP.

from page 14Pillars

in mind and action. May all of us be the
Architect-entrepreneurs that our UAP
aspires us to be.

With all things said and done, I can’t
help but feel that if Archt. Calma was still
with us today, I’m relatively sure he would
have approved with the path our UAP has
decided to undertake. He may as well say
that he is dog-tired and that this concept
is really for the young, but he certainly
would agree that this is the only way to
progress and maybe even for our
professional survival. With this in mind,
let us make the most of the coming days
in our annual convention.

Welcome, Archi-preneurs!

jump page

Katibawasan Falls
(Area D Goes to
Camiguin, page 09)
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post-er boy

The College of Architecture Alumni
Association will have its General
Membership Meeting and Election
of Off icers on Apr i l  29, 2006
(Sunday) at 4 p.m., at the Manila
Hotel Fiesta Pavilion, followed by
UST’s 395th Alumni Homecoming
also at the same venue in Manila
Hote l .   This wi l l  be the f i rst
e lect ion of  of f icers after the
establishment of the USTCA Alumni
Association.

Current president is Arch.

UNIVERSITY OF SANTO TOMAS

ALUMNI HOMECOMING

ANNOUNCEMENT

Felino Palafox, Jr., who
is also the UST 395th’s
homecoming chairman.
Ticket is priced at Php
1,000.00 inc luding
cockta i ls  at  4 p.m.,
d inner at  7p.m. and

entertainment
at  9 p.m.
onwards.

* * *
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The UAP Quezon City Chapter (UAPQCC) was awarded over-all champion in the
recently concluded District A3 Sportsfest. UAPQCC dominated the competition by
bagging awards in basketball, badminton and bowling. The only sport they did
not place first was Billiards as it went to Silangan Chapter. The badminton events
were held on January 28, while the Basketball games needed two days which
was held on January 29 and February 4. The bowling and billiards events were
held on February 4. That same day after all the games have finished, the awarding
ceremonies were held at Playdium.

The sportsfest was held in different venues, namely Battledore in
Roces Avenue for Badminton, University of the Philippines College
of Human Kinetics gymnasium for Basketball and Playdium in
Araneta Avenue for Billiards and Bowling.

The Sportfest was organized by the District A3 council led by District
Director Barney Gomez. District A3 is composed of the following
chapters and their respective chapter presidents: Quezon City
(Richard Garcia), QC-Central (Alexander Co), QC-Silangan (Alfred
Geoffrey Carandang), QC-Capitol (Daniel Sabularse) and Tandang
Sora (Joey Castillo).

Here are the complete results of the Sportsfest:

District A3 Sportsfest
QUEZON CITY CHAPTER CROWNED AS OVER-ALL

CHAMPION

Best muse        Central
Best uniform     Silangan
Basketball MVP Bruce Canete
Best Bowler       Male- Anton
                                       Semorlan
                       Female- Marissa
                                       Macarilay
 
Basketball  1st place Quezon City
                 2nd        Tandang Sora
                 3rd         Central
 
Badminton  1st place  Quezon City
                 2nd      Tandang Sora
                 3rd      Central
 
Bowling       1st    Quezon City
                  2nd    Silangan
                 3rd    Capitol

 
Billiards       1st Silangan
                 2nd Capitol
                 3rd Central
 
Over all champion
Quezon City
Quadruple second place
Silangan, Capitol, Tandang
Sora and Central


