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UNITED ARCHITECTS OF THE PHILIPPINES
1o All Who Shall See These Presents

GREETINGS
Know Ye, that

ARCHITECT MANUEL TRONQUED MANOSA JR.
Fellow United Architects of the Philippines

in recognition and highest regard for his exemplary adherence to the Architects' Code
of Ethics, standing out as a gentleman of the ultimare and impeccable degree of integ-
rity, honesty and his unquestionable devotion to what is right, fair and honorable, for
which he is well known in the industry and the society, his colleagues, associates, sub-
ordinates, contractors, clients, and the general public:
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For the exemplary testaments of his practise as an Architect and an Environmental
Planner since 1951 marked with identity of style in the residential structures by the use
of materials and forms, blending and adapting to the immediate environment, use of
lofty roofs of cuatro aguas with wooden fascias trimmed with simplified Filipino motif
designs; expression of Filipino cultural elegance and way of life by the provision of
specific features in designs applicable to specific cases in accord and compliment 1o
the client and users of the spaces which transcends also to the design of edifices and
schools, resorts, and neighborhoods and communities; for the belief that straightfor-
ward, simple and honest solutions to the humane needs of activities in space with the
innovative utilization of the latest and tested in technology as a basic thrust in the
conceptualization of ideas; for the integrated approach to the planning of develop-
ments for communities, neighborhoods, urban and rural places;

For his selfless endeavor for the advancement of Architecture and Environmenial Plan-
ning as one of the pillars of the profession he helped in forming the United Architects of
the Philippines; as one of the founders and then Chairman of the Kanlungan Founda-
tion for Architects since 1987; as one of the founding members of the Philippine Insti-
tute of Environmental Planners in 1969; contributing his time and efforts for the pro-
fession as President of the Philippine Institute of Architect, United Architects of the
Philippines and the Philippine Institute of Environmental Planners; Chancellor of the
College of Fellows of the Philippine Institute of Architects and the United Architects of
the Philippines; former Member of the Board of Architecture; for his contributions as
Member of the Senate Committee on the Building Code and helped draft the present
National Building Code;

For the generous support and untiring effort in his service to his fellowmen and com-
munity in his service to the Girl Scouts of the Philippines which earned him the Gold
Service Award (1982) and the Pear! Service Award (1991), his service to the Boy Scouts




of the Philippines, involvement with the Men of St. Joseph, Affiliation to the Order of
San Agustin; Chairman, Technical Aid, Housing and Transportation Commission of
the Philippine Foundation for the Rehabilitation of the Disabled; Member, Task Force
on Accessibility, National Commission Concerning Disabled Persons,

With the confirmation of all the above attributes from the interviews made with Senator
Helena 7. Benitez as Client, and Co-worker in the Senate for the preparation of the
Building Code; Gabino A. de Leon, colleague and friend, William Godinez, former
school mate, former Client (representing Soriano Enterprises); and presently co-prin-
cipal and office mate in the practice of the profession;

For all the distinguished achievements worthy of the emulation and deserving the most
exalted recognition for the bestowal of the highest distinction upon a Fellow of the
United Architects of the Philippines in accordance with the UAP By-Laws, upon the
recommendations of the UAP Committee on Awards and the Jury of the College of
Fellows and the unanimous approval of the UAP National Board, the

LIKHA AWARD AND GOLD MEDAL

is hereby given, this eleventh day of April in the Year of our Lord, nineteen hundred and
ninety six.

In witness whereof , are hereunto affixed the Seal of the UAP, the signatures of the
National President of the United Architects of the Philippines, Chancellor of the Col-
lege of Fellows, Chairman of the Committee on Awards, Vice Chairman of the Commit-
tee on Awards, Chairman of the Committee on Resolutions and attested by the National

Secretary.
N‘ES;OR S. MANGIO, FU%’I‘

National President

Mf/ - %«f
CORAZ V. FABIA-TANDOC, FUAP NORALITA B. (,Ré DUMLAOQO, UAP
fancellor, College of Fellows Chairman, Awards Committee

d—(\‘_&—m
CARMENCATA L. ROSALES, FUAP CELIA L. CAUDAL-DIZON, FUAP
Vice-Chdirman, Awards Committee Chairman, Resclutions Committee

Attested:

MELCH SEMBRANA, UAP

Secretary
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He was member of the Philippine Delegation to Primer Congreso lbero-Americano de
Seguridad Social in Madrid, 1951; Member of the Philippine Delegation to the United
Nations' Human Settlements conference, Stockholm, 1981; Member PIA Delegation to
the Union Internationale Des Architects (UIA) Conference, Madrid, 1975; Participant,

International Sympwﬁing & Development, Singapore, 1982.

He has been very active in professional organizations and had been elected to the high-
est offices as President of the Philippine Institute of Architects in 1969-1971 _President

Tnstitute of Environmental Planners in 1976-1977; Chancellor of the College of Fel-

lows of the Philippine Institute of Architects and the United Architects of the Philip-

pines.
st

He has received various important honors and awards among which are: Award of
Merit, Silver Jubilee chwm, 1955, Outstanding Thomasian
for Excellence in Design, UST College of Architecture Award; 1976; Pamubay ng
Kalinangan sa Larangan ng Arkitektura, Republika ng Pilipinas, Lunsod ng Maynila,
1978; Architect of the Year, Professional Regulations commission Award, 1981; Most
Outstanding Thomasian Alumni, UST Alumni Association, January 1983; Makatao
Award, Steering Commiitiee on Urban Poor Solidarity, December 1988, Pearl Service

Award, Girl Scouts of the Philippines, 1991.

On top of all these achievements Manuel T, Mafiosa Jr, has remained a down to earth,
Un top of ail ihese acruevemenis Manuer 1. /1anosq ained @ down fo earifi
friendly and witty person, forever a true gentleman, and always with a sincere and fair
dealing with any situation without any streak of anger to his fellowmen. -

Streak oj anger [0 A Jeoniner

COMMITTEE ON AWARDS
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CELIA L. CAUDAL-DIZON, FUAP JOSE-COBANGB G JR.
Chairman-Resolutions Committee Member

CORAZON%(ABIA—TANDOC, FUAP JA L. GOTAMCQO, UAP
Member Member




MY PHILOSOPHY IN ARCHITECTURE
MANUEL T. MANOSA, JR., FUAP
LIKHA AWARDEE 1996

Recalling what made my architecture for two scores and six years is like pro-
gressing through a time tunnel where technology and its products to whirl so
fast in the continuity of space and time. As I zoom from the past into the present,
the velocity of my architecture increases before me. When [ began my career in
architecture the slide rule, the quill pen and the ruling pen were my tools. I did
not have the slightest idea that I shall be designing buildings, towns and cities
with the use of computers and the electronics media. Only a few months ago [
was communicating with staff members on study leave through the internet. I
am indeed fortunate that my practice allows me to use the information highway
in hastening the delivery of architecture in the speed of light. And its utility in
architecture and urban planning is just beginning. In this manner, I feel fulfilled
for I work with up-to-date, state of the art tools in furthering my practice. De-
spite the sophistication in the practice of architecture, the temptation to take
short cuts is great. The country atmosphere is not conductive to hold steadfast
on morale and ethics. It is here where a strong philosophical base becomes the
beacon, even as my guidepost in creating space and places that are true to the
spirit of the peoples' culture.

I have never worked alone. I have the strong belief that in the type of work I do
in architecture, which in the broadening field of urban design and city planning,
collaborative, multi disciplinary teamwork is the key to innovate and creative
endeavors. 1 began my practice with my brothers forming the partnership.

It is with a long-viewed philosophical base where working with the profession-
als I associate with attains maturity and constancy. It is in this process where
history is made; when innovations in practice are developed; and where reputa-
tions have to be kept. It is in this light where good architecture, urban design and
city planning is recognized. In formulating the philosophy of the company 1
now head, the Planning Resources & Operations Systems (PROS), my colleagues
and I held to the value of having like minds. This is the same principled practice
that can be expressed as the need for planning organizations that must cope in an
integral manner with present day development projects. PROS in its formative
stage has anticipated the diversity of the brain power demanded by the ever
increasing magnitude of major projects that are beyond the capabilities of indi-
vidual specialists or groﬁp with singular specializations. Nevertheless, we at
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PROS recognized the effectivity of teams with diverse resources assembled on a
project-to-project basis. These teams, we had to delicately organize to be sure
how compatible the combination shall be.

Corporate practice must keep up with the management styles of the times in
order to survive. But it is the organization's ethics, principles, and philosophy
that fuel the sense of its perpetuity. I look to the day when the company' leader-
ship is handed over to those in the second echelon of today's management, and
on, and on... This vision gives vibrancy to a planning consulting service firm
like PROS.

As an organization man [ held on to the view that an architect, as a practicing
professional must belong to an association. I have a very strong opinion for
unity in diversity. I was with colleagues in the Philippine Institute of Architects
who had the desire and the opportunity to spearhead the union of all Filipino
architects to what is now the United Architects of the Philippines. This is a
fulfillment my colleagues and I cherish. Now it is up to the younger generation
in UAP to keep the union intact.

As I progressed in the path I took for my career, I understood well the value of
adhering to one's principles and philosophies, 1 value the tenets of culture and
society. I value close-knit relations with family as well as with colleagues. I
value, most of all communing with my Creator.

Regular trips to the uplands and the countryside when validating sites for new
development are experiences that places the smallness of me before the wonders
of nature, the glistening of cascading waters, or the howling of the winds. All
these bring in me a surging respect for environment, geography and geology.
These help boost my confidence that the right way to build is to design with
nature,

A people-to-people stance in furthering planning and design activities works
well if mutual respect for one's calling is engendered. I have experienced this
well in my work with my colleagues in Gabon, West Africa, in China for a
collaborative work on a hotel, or even in Paraguay and Kalimantan. This ap-
proach has also worked well in the Philippine countryside or in dialogues with
the urban poor. Yes! Designing for the built environment is team work, wholistic
and multi-disciplinary.

In homebuilding, I endeavor to project the owner's character. This is working




and designing with people in its very basic form. It is in homebuilding where
architecture must be relevant to the multi-functional ways of the family. It is
also in this building type where the value of a well-structured architecture edu-
cation becomes useful in thinking comprehensively with the client.

1 take pride in saying that my father was responsible in introducing me to urban
planning and city design. I remember well his collection of books on the subject
of garden cities. I have voraciously read through the volumes to even excile me
to work on this topic for my undergraduate thesis. Completion of my under-
graduate studies prodded me to go on further to learn and experience the mean-
ing of urban planning. 1 searched the west for new mentors, new insights and
new meanings on what city design can mean to the urban conditions in the Phil-
ippines. These experiences helped well in forming my philosophies in life.

It is now my tact to say the architecture is not building interiors alone. It is more!
It has to look at relations of buildings with each other; buildings have spaces in-
between. These have to be treated well in order to evoke character. Groups of
buildings have common needs and safety requirements. Infrastructure must sup-
port superstructures; and buildings are occupied by people with varying moods
and desires. Through my architecture, T have to give everyone the opportunity to
find their happiness. And it is through my architecture that I become closer to
friends, family and God.

Mafiosa, Jr.
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MANILA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT COMPLEX DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

Ministry of Transportation & Communications
Republic of the Philippines
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RESTORATION SAN AGUSTIN CHURCH AND MONASTERY
INTRAMUROS, MANILA




UNITER ARCHITECTS OF THE PHILIPPINES

THE DULY ACCREDITED BONAFIDE PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR ARCHITECTS
CULTURAL CENTER OF THE PHILIPPINES, ROXAS BOULEVARD, METRO MANILA
Telephone: Secretariat 832-3711 and 832-1125 local 267 & 331

T Ar. Corazon F. Tandos, fuap
i has = B14L170 Ohio St, Manuelavilie Subdivision
B éﬁ Dasmatifias, 4114 Cavite, Philippines




